
CONGRESSMAN OLVER VOICES OPPOSITION TOWARD PERMANENT NORMAL TRADE RELATIONS WITH CHINA

  

WASHINGTON – Responding to this week's imminent vote, Congressman                John Olver (D-1st District) again declared his opposition to granting                China Permanent Normal Trade Relations (PNTR). The House is scheduled                to vote Wednesday on whether to grant PNTR to China, clearing the                way for China's entrance into the World Trade Organization (WTO).                Currently, normal trade relations with China, also known as Most                Favored Nation status, are renewed by Congress on an annual basis.                The renewal process gives members of Congress the opportunity to                voice their opposition to China's ruling Communist party, and to                apply economic pressure on that regime to end its human rights abuses.

"Rewarding China with PNTR status would end the annual renewal                process that currently allows Congress to apply pressure on China                to end its myriad human rights abuses. No more would Congress have                a strong voice against the denial of self-determination in Tibet,                corruption, harsh labor conditions, and unfair trading practices.                China still refuses its citizens the right to speak freely and meet                publicly," Olver said, noting that the Chinese government tortures                and imprisons those who attempt to express dissent. 

Last year, the Clinton Administration made an agreement with China                which would allow it to join the WTO if Congress approved. The move                would clear the way for China's entrance into the WTO, giving China                the same trading relationship with the US as is currently enjoyed                by Western Europe, Japan, and other democratic and democratizing                nations. However, Olver believes that the agreement does not reflect                enough progress on issues that are important to workers and citizens                of Massachusetts.

In China, trade unions are illegal, and organizing has resulted                in stiff jail sentences for activists who try to fight brutal working                conditions and near slave wages. American workers are forced to                compete with this repressed work force, contributing to the $50                billion US-China trade deficit.

Olver has stated that he is not opposed to China joining the international                community, however he believes its accession to the WTO should not                require Congress to lose its voice. Olver believes that annual renewal                of our trading relationship would be sufficient, not only for the                WTO, but also for critics of China who want to voice their concerns                about human rights. 
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