
OLVER ANNOUNCES $120,000 EPA GRANT FOR BROWNFIELDS TO GREENFIELDS INITIATIVE

  

WASHINGTON – Today, Congressman John W. Olver (MA-1st) announced               that the Town of Greenfield has been awarded a $120,000 grant from               the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to support the Town's proposal,               Brownfields to Greenfields: A Rural Redevelopment Initiative. The               EPA funds will be used to continue the remediation design work at               the former Greenfield Tap and Die (GTD) facility and the Winer site,               both former tool manufacturing plants.

               "The EPA grant is a real testament to the community leaders'               dedication to redeveloping these sites," said Olver. "This               is a perfect example of how a town like Greenfield can work effectively               with public and private entities to achieve their objectives. I'm               optimistic that they will be able to successfully maximize the potential               of these two underutilized buildings."

               Olver strongly supported the Town's grant application, writing a               letter of support and personally calling EPA administrators to lobby               on Greenfield's behalf. In 1997, Olver helped the Town secure the               original $125,000 pilot grant from the EPA.

               "This is great news and comes at just the right time. Recently,               these projects have been in limbo and this new funding will enable               us to continue with our plans to redevelop the GTD and Winer buildings,"               remarked Peter Ruggeri, Chairman of the Board of Selectmen.

               The Town has made redevelopment of the two sites a top priority               and has already committed CDBG funds to the effort. In addition               to obtaining a Massachusetts Development and Finance Agency funding               to conduct economic analysis on the GTD site, the Town has also               joined with Colrain and the Franklin Regional Council of Governments               in a $1 million Brownfields Clean-Up Revolving Loan Fund Pilot program.

               These new funds will be used to complete remediation work at the               GTD site. After demolition, the 145,000 square foot site will be               used for a flex-commercial industrial space. The remainder of the               funds will go towards an assessment of the Winer building, which               is currently being used for storage. Town leaders plan to tear down               the building and use the space as a flood storage area for the Maple               Brook storm drain.
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