
OLVER ANNOUNCES $55,000 GRANT FOR LIVESTOCK PROCESSING FACILITY

  

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Representative John W. Olver announced               that the U.S. Department of Agriculture has awarded $55,000 to the               Cooperative Development Institute of Greenfield in order to help               fund a state-of-the-art livestock processing facility in Stafford               Springs, Connecticut (four miles south of the Massachusetts border).               The cooperative will include farmers from western Massachusetts,               northern Connecticut, southern Vermont and eastern New York.

               "Currently, there are not enough USDA-certified slaughterhouses               in Massachusetts to serve our livestock producers. The Cooperative               Development Institute is a creative way to allow producers to directly               market their own meat, and this grant will help local farmers to               target growing markets" Olver said.

               At present, there are only three USDA-certified slaughterhouses               in Massachusetts. All facilities are at full capacity, thus limiting               livestock producers. Meanwhile, consumer demand for higher quality               meat and specialty meat has increased.

               "This new facility will mean more money for the local economy,               in addition to a higher quality product," Olver said. "Innovation               and cooperation among farmers will help strengthen the New England               livestock industry," he added.

               Olver lobbied the Department of Agriculture to help secure funding               for the Cooperative Development Institute.
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