
OLVER, KENNEDY AND KERRY ANNOUNCE $2,000,000 FOR BERKSHIRE TECHNICAL TRAINING

  

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Representative John W. Olver and Senator               Edward M. Kennedy announced that the U.S. Department of Labor's               H-IB Technical Skill Training Grant Program has approved a grant               of $2,003,164 to the Berkshire County Regional Employment Board               (BCREB).

               "The training that will be offered here will help make Berkshire               County workers more competitive in the increasingly global high-tech               job market. Increasing the supply of highly trained workers in the               area will boost our local economic development," Olver said.

               Funds will be used to provide industry specific training in three               areas: software design, systems integration and hardware design.               The population to be served includes 444 General Dynamics Defense               Systems (GDDS) employees and 71 non-GDDS individuals. In addition,               950 GDDS and 100 non-GDDS individuals will receive soft skills training,               which includes facilitation, communication, innovation, problem               solving and decision making.

               "The grant is a victory for local efforts to address issues               of dislocation, business expansion and defense conversion. I?m proud               to have worked with Senator Kennedy, BCREB, GDDS and the Corporation               for Business, Work and Learning (CBWL) to bring this funding to               Berkshire County," Olver said.

               Olver joined Senator Kennedy in lobbying the Department of Labor               on behalf of the BCREB application.

               Senator Kennedy said, "This important grant will help Berkshire               County workers obtain the skills and training they need in order               to advance their careers and provide for their families. With this               support, these workers will be well-prepared for the high-skills               jobs of the modern economy. I commend the Regional Employment Board               of Berkshire County for its leadership on this important initiative."

               Jonathan Raymond, President of CBWL, said, "This grant will               serve a dual purpose in that it will help a key Western Massachusetts               employer fill critical labor shortages and help the Commonwealth's               workers obtain the skills needed to gain access to high paying jobs.               This is the start of a continuous effort by the Corporation for               Business, Work, and Learning to ensure that every company in Massachusetts               will have access to a skilled workforce. We are pleased to be part               of this model public-private partnership and look forward to working               with our partners in Western Massachusetts to ensure that it is               a success."
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