
Olver, Kennedy and Kerry Announce $1 Million for Mt. Wachusett Biomass Conversion

  

Washington–Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st–MA),                Senator Edward Kennedy and Senator John Kerry have announced that                $1 million dollars for the Mt. Wachusett Community College Biomass                Conversion project was included in the final version of the FY '01                Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill. Olver worked with                Senators Kennedy and Kerry to make sure the funding was included.                The bill has passed the House, and is expected to pass the Senate                next week.

               "The Biomass Conversion Project is a terrific example of a                forward-looking energy strategy. Not only is Mt. Wachusett moving                toward cost-effective energy, they are doing so in an environmentally                conscious way," Olver said.

               The college, in cooperation with a private utility company, plans                to design, develop and administer a biomass conversion project that                will increase energy efficiency and reduce the overall cost of power                generation for the college.

               "Mt. Wachusett's plan is a great response to high oil prices                and rising energy costs. We must find sources of energy that are                both renewable and environmentally friendly, and my hope is that                this model will be replicated throughout New England," Olver                added.

               The current proposal is to develop a biomass gasification process                that converts low grade wood species into a gas that can be used                as a substitute for natural gas in driving a gas combustion turbine.                The project will create a fuel source that is renewable, locally                available, reliable, cost-effective, and non-polluting. Additionally,                any excess power created by the project may be sold at an affordable                cost to hospitals, local government facilities and other consumers.

               Dr. Daniel M. Asquino, President of Mount Wachusett Community College,                enthusiastically received the news as the culmination of a four-year                effort to address the energy conservation efforts of the College.                He stated that this project, which clearly reflects President Clinton's                energy agenda, will incorporate a renewable energy source and "state-of-art"                technology in working prototype that can be replicated in a variety                of applications throughout the Commonwealth.

               "This isn't just an important investment for Mt. Wachusett                Community College, it's a timely model for a state facing another                harsh New England winter marked by soaring heating oil prices,"                said Senator John Kerry. "Mt. Wachusett Community College is                demonstrating for all of New England the role of biomass as a sustainable                renewable energy source, helping to address many of our concerns                about air quality, greenhouse gas emissions, and forest management                practices. I am pleased that we were able to work in partnership                with Rep. Olver to make even a small contribution towards helping                this groundbreaking project succeed."

               "Biomass is a proven, sustainable form of energy, and I commend                Mt. Wachusett for its leadership," Senator Kennedy said. "The                College is an excellent fit for this cutting-edge technology. It's                good energy policy, and good for the environment, too. The culling                of brush and low grade wood will also lead to healthier forests                and less wood waste."

               For more information about the Biomass Conversion Project, contact                Ed Terceiro at (978) 632-6600.
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