
OLVER ANNOUNCES $213,000 FOR FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM

  

FITCHBURG – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                at a press conference today that $213,000 for the Fitchburg Art                Museum was included in the final version of the FY '01 Labor, Health                and Human Services and Education bill. The funding will allow the                museum to purchase new technology that will expand public access                to the museum's collection.

               "The use of new digital technology will make the Fitchburg                Art Museum an even more valuable community resource," Olver                said. "The museum has shown a consistent commitment to providing                excellent services to residents of north central Massachusetts,                and this new effort further demonstrates its ability to move with                the times."

               Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and requested                the funding in the Labor, HHS and Education bill. The bill was passed                and signed into law as part of a final budget omnibus that concluded                legislative business for the 106th Congress.

               The funding will be used to photograph the museum's collection of                over 5,000 objects and convert it to digital format. The museum                will also hire personnel to research, write and input data and purchase                hardware and software to create a searchable database on CD-ROM.                Once the collection is digitally accessible, visitors will be able                to conduct self-directed tours using acoustical guides and Information                Kiosks.

               "This new initiative continues the Fitchburg Art Museum's history                of innovation in the area of museum education." Olver added.                "We are lucky to have such a great example of arts infusion                education right here in Fitchburg."

               The Fitchburg Art Museum has collaborated with the Fitchburg Public                Schools to create a regional arts public magnet school that serves                500 north central Massachusetts and southern New Hampshire students                from grades five through twelve. In addition, 180 fifth through                eighth graders from twelve communities attend the Museum for school.                The school uses an object-based, arts-integrated curriculum.

               For more information about the Fitchburg Art Museum, contact Peter                Timms, Museum Director, at 978-345-4207.
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