
OLVER CALLS ON PRESIDENT TO RE-CONSIDER STANCE ON INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE

  

OLVER URGES BUSH TO CONTINUE KYOTO NEGOTIATIONS

Read Olver letter to President Bush

Washington – Today, Congressman John Olver (D-MA) is circulating                  a letter to Members of Congress that urges President Bush to re-evaluate                  the Administration's position on the Kyoto protocol. The Kyoto                  protocol is a treaty, signed by the world's industrial nations                  in 1997, that requires signers to reduce emissions of greenhouse                  gases.

                 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Christine                  Todd Whitman has stated publicly that the Bush Administration                  has no interest in implementing the Kyoto treaty, and the White                  House recently sought advice from the State Department on how                  the United States can legally withdraw its signature from the                  landmark agreement.

                 "Global warming is happening, and the United States must                  be an international leader when it comes to climate change,"                  Olver said. "We are the world's biggest producer of greenhouse                  gases, and it would be totally irresponsible for us to abandon                  our allies in their efforts to address this problem," Olver                  said.

                 The letter, originated by Olver and Congressman Tom Allen (D-ME),                  will be sent to President Bush next week. It summarizes recent                  scientific findings on climate change and urges the Administration                  to continue U.S. involvement in the United Nations Framework Convention                  on Climate Change (UNFCC).

                 "This move away from Kyoto seems to be further evidence that                  the President is not willing to combat global warming. Before                  he finalizes this decision, I hope that President Bush will think                  about its consequences for future generations," Olver added.

                 On March 13, President Bush announced that he would not require                  power plants to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide, which is a                  major greenhouse gas.

                 Phil Clapp, President of the National Environmental Trust (NET),                  has also been critical of the move away from Kyoto. "The                  president has walked away from yet another campaign promise on                  global warming, and infuriated our allies in the process,"                   he said. "Declaring the Kyoto negotiations dead rather than                  proposing changes which would make it acceptable will delay action                  on global warming for years and years." For more information                  about NET, visit www.environet.org

Attached, find copy of letter.
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OLVER CALLS ON PRESIDENT TO RE-CONSIDER STANCE ON INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE

March 29, 2001

                 The Honorable George W. Bush
                 The White House
                 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
                 Washington, DC 20500

                 Dear Mr. President:

                 We are writing to express our support for continued US participation                  to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC). As you                  know, the next round of Kyoto talks is slated for July in Bonn,                  Germany. The outcome of this conference will determine the effectiveness,                  efficiency and environmental integrity of the Kyoto Protocol.

                 We are greatly troubled by reports that the Administration will                  withdraw the U.S. from the Kyoto Protocol. By insisting that the                  Kyoto protocol is "dead" and deciding not to regulate                  carbon dioxide emissions from power plants, we are concerned that                  very few options remain for your Administration to reduce CO2                  levels. There is a growing consensus that global climate change                  is occurring, and that nations must engage in a good faith process                  to find solutions. As a result of excessive burning of fossil                  fuels, CO2 in the atmosphere has increased 30% since the start                  of the industrial revolution, and is expected to continue climbing                  as long as emissions increase. The recently released UN Intergovernmental                  Panel on Climate Change reports that, global average surface temperature                  has increased, there has been widespread retreat of mountain glaciers                  in non-polar regions, and global average sea level has risen during                  the 20th century.

                 The United States, as the world's largest emitter of fossil fuel                  emissions, must demonstrate the high level of attention necessary                  to ensure that international agreements become constructive tools                  for dealing with global climate change. Many U.S. businesses such                  as IBM, Johnson &amp; Johnson, and Polaroid have already acknowledged                  the problem of climate change, as evidenced by the adoption of                  emission-reduction targets more stringent than the Kyoto Protocol.

                 We respectfully urge your Administration to engage in and improve                  international negotiations as well as continue to explore other                  ways to reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. Global climate change                  is the most challenging environmental issue facing this and future                  generations. It is vital that the ongoing negotiations are successful                  in making progress toward meeting this challenge.

                 Sincerely,

 ________________
                       Thomas Allen
                       Member of Congress                                      ________________
                     John W. Olver
                     Member of Congress                 
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