
OLVER ANNOUNCES GRANTS FOR FITCHBURG STATE AND MT. WACHUSETT COMMUNITY COLLEGE

  

Washington-Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                two Department of Education grants for Fitchburg State University                and Mt. Wachusett Community College. Fitchburg State will receive                $216,454 and Mt. Wachusett will receive $275, 992. 

               "In this information-based economy, higher education is a critical                component of financial independence," Olver said. "Fitchburg                State and Mt. Wachusett are helping to make higher education available                to all students, and these funds will help them to continue their                good work." 

               The funds were awarded through the Department of Education's Student                Support Services (SSS) Program. SSS provides grants to institutions                of higher education for projects offering support services to low-income,                first generation or disabled college students. The goal of SSS is                to increase the college retention and graduation rates of its participants                and facilitate the process of transition from one level of higher                education to the next.

               Fitchburg State will use the funding to support its Expanding Horizons                program. Expanding Horizons targets the populations designated through                SSS with a pre-semester orientation, a peer mentoring program, an                academic survival course and an Academic Needs Assessment.

               Mt. Wachusett will use the funding to support its Visions program.                Services offered include personal and academic counseling, a mentor                program, individual tutoring assistance, transfer advising and services                to students with learning disabilities. The Visions program also                sponsors cultural and recreational activities for participants.

               "Both schools do a great job of educating a diverse student                body, and this funding recognizes that we must dedicate resources                to higher education if we want a thriving work force," Olver                added.

               For more information about Expanding Horizons, contact Willa Peterson,                Director, at (978)345-2151.

               For more information about Visions, contact, Ed Terciero, Vice President                at MWCC, at (978)632-6600.
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