
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE PANEL APPROVAL OF $4.2 MILLION FOR FRANKLIN COUNTY ROADS

  

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced                that the House Appropriations Committee has approved $4.2 million                for road improvements in Franklin County. $3 million is earmarked                for the Route 2 bypass of the Erving Paper Mill in Erving. $1.2                million is earmarked for projects along the Connecticut River Scenic                Farm Byway along Route 47 and Route 63 from Sunderland to Northfield.                Olver serves on the Transportation Subcommittee of the Appropriations                Committee, and included the funding in the Fiscal Year 2002 Transportation                Appropriations bill.

               "This funding will allow work to begin on the long-awaited                Erving Paper Mill Bypass," Olver said. "Along with the                completed bypass, the Erving Paper Mill plans to invest $50 million                in plant expansion, which will produce new jobs for Franklin County."

               Olver secured $3 million for safety projects along Route 2 in the                transportation authorizing bill (TEA-21) that passed in 1998. Access                to the Mill is limited by the current state of the road, preventing                the planned plant expansion. 

               "The projects along the Connecticut River Scenic Farm Byway                will highlight the striking rural and agricultural character of                Routes 47 and 63, while also improving a well-traveled corridor,"                Olver added. 

               The Connecticut River Scenic Farm Byway will eventually include                construction of a scenic overlook in Sunderland, improvements to                roads in Millers Falls and Northfield's Main Street, and the acquisition                of scenic easements along Route 47. 

               Approval by the Appropriations Committee is a preliminary step toward                final passage of the bill. The House is expected to take up the                bill sometime in July. A final House-Senate reconciled version of                the legislation is due by October 1, 2001, the beginning of Fiscal                Year 2002.

               "These investments are essential if we are to maintain roads                in Franklin County that are safe and scenic," Olver added.

               "This is an excellent start for the Transportation bill,"                Olver said. "As the appropriations process continues, I will                work to maintain the highest possible level of funding for public                transportation priorities like these earmarks."

               For more information on these transportation projects, contact Linda                Dunlavy, Executive Director of FRCOG, (413) 774-3167.
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