
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE PANEL APPROVAL OF $5.1 MILLION FOR MONTACHUSETT PUBLIC TRANSIT

  

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced               that the House Appropriations Committee has approved $5.1 million               for public transit in the Montachusett Region. $5 million is earmarked               for commuter rail parking facilities in Fitchburg and Leominster,               and $100,000 is earmarked for bus shelters along the Northern Tier               route connecting Gardner and Greenfield. 

               Olver serves on the Transportation Subcommittee of the Appropriations               Committee, and included the funding in the Fiscal Year 2002 Transportation               Appropriations bill

               "Commuter rail service is essential for those North Central               residents that work in the metro-Boston area. These parking facilities               will help make Fitchburg and Leominster an appealing destination               for new residents and new businesses," Olver said. "The               planned Northern Tier bus shelters will make bus service more accessible,               and will help protect riders from the elements," Olver added

               Approval by the Appropriations Committee is a preliminary step toward               final passage of the bill. The House is expected to take up the               bill sometime in July. A final House-Senate reconciled version of               the legislation is due by October 1, 2001, the beginning of Fiscal               Year 2002

               "My hope is that this funding will make it easier to utilize               public transit. That should help keep economic growth on a positive               track," Olver added.

               The Montachusett Regional Transit Authority (MART) will use the               $5 million earmark to continue work on a parking garage in downtown               Fitchburg that will serve the Fitchburg Intermodal Center. Some               of these funds will also be used for construction of a parking facility               in Leominster that will serve the commuter rail stop. The $100,000               earmark will help construct 18 bus shelters along the Northern Tier               bus routes.

               Olver helped to secure $19.6 million in transportation earmarks               for the First Congressional District. He is the second most senior               Democrat on the Appropriations Transportation Subcommittee.

               "This is an auspicious start for the Transportation bill,"               Olver said. "As the Appropriations process continues, I will               work to maintain the highest possible level of funding for public               transportation priorities like theses earmarks for MART."
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