
OLVER ANNOUNCES $100,000 FOR NORTHERN BERKSHIRE COMMUNITY COALITION

  

FUNDING AWARDED THROUGH THE DRUG-FREE COMMUNITIES SUPPORT PROGRAM

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced                that the Office of National Drug Control Policy has awarded the                Northern Berkshire Community Coalition (NBCC) $100,000 to strengthen                community-based efforts to reduce youth substance abuse. Congressman                Olver strongly supported NBCC's application in what was a highly                competitive process.

               "If we are to reduce substance abuse in this country, we need                an effective, community-based approach. Northern Berkshire Community                Coalition has been doing great work for fifteen years, and I'm happy                that the Office of National Drug Control Policy is recognizing their                efforts," Olver said.

               The funding was awarded through the Drug-Free Communities Support                Program, which can award up to $100,000 in federal matching funds                to support coalitions at the grassroots level. Grant recipients                work to reduce substance abuse among youth, strengthen collaboration                among organizations and agencies in both the private and public                sectors, and serve as catalysts for increased citizen participation                in strategic planning to reduce drug use over time.

               Olver added, "Education and increased parent involvement are                an essential parts of the Coalition's proposal, and that emphasis                will help to build stronger communities and stronger families."

               To achieve the goal of increasing collaboration, the Coalition will                provide preventions science training for key staff in agencies and                organizations and increase parental involvement in the coalition's                youth substance use prevention activities. For more information                about Northern Berkshire Community Coalition's programs, contact                Al Bashevkin at (413) 663-7588.
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