
OLVER, KENNEDY AND KERRY ANNOUNCE $350,000 FOR FITCHBURG STATE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER

  

WASHINGTON-Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st-MA), Senator Edward M. Kennedy and Senator John F. Kerry announced that the final version of the Fiscal Year 2002 Housing and Urban Development Appropriations bill included $350,000 to help design a new Science and Technology Center for Fitchburg State College.  The bill passed the House today by a count of 401-18, and the Senate is expected to pass the bill sometime in the near future.  Olver, Kennedy and Kerry requested the funding through HUD's Economic Development Initiative (EDI) account.

   "Science and technology education are critical elements of economic growth and national security," Olver said. "This funding will allow Fitchburg State to begin designing a facility to promote and coordinate science and technology education in Fitchburg." 

   The funding will be used to complete a feasibility study and schematic design for the new Science and Technology Center.  The study will determine how the Center will work with the college's academic resources to most effectively meet the technology transfer and workforce development needs of the area, as well as the physical scope of the building. 

   "I'm pleased that we were able to obtain these funds, so that Fitchburg State can prepare its students with the technological knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in today's workplace," said Senator Kennedy.  "This new Center will also be a boost to the revitalization of downtown Fitchburg."

   "A new Science and Technology Center would be a great addition to Fitchburg and I am pleased that we have been able to take part in this exciting endeavor," said Senator Kerry.  "The center will serve as a focal
   point for the business, education and technology communities in the region.  This funding will allow Fitchburg State College to collaborate with the community to ensure that the Science Center meets everyone's expectations."

   For more information about project, contact Michael Riccards, President of Fitchburg State College, at (978) 665-3112.
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