
OLVER, KENNEDY AND KERRY ANNOUNCE $400,000 FOR HAMPSHIRE EDUCATIONAL COLLABORATIVE

  

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District), Senator                Edward M. Kennedy and Senator John F. Kerry announced that the final                version of the FY02 Labor, Health and Human Services and Education                Appropriations Bill included $400,000 for the Hampshire Educational                Collaborative (HEC). The House passed the measure on Wednesday by                a count of 392-30, and the Senate is expected to pass the bill today.

               The funding will be used to help develop and implement a series                of internet-based professional development courses for pre-K-12                teachers and childcare providers.

               "We are now demanding greater accountability and better performance                from our schools, and we've got to make sure that teachers have                the tools they need to meet these new goals," Olver said. "HEC's                internet-based program will be convenient to access and will provide                quality coursework for individuals who work with children."

               The courses that HEC plans to offer online include assistive technology                and training for students with special needs, special education,                community service learning, after-school programs, and a curriculum                resource center. HEC has recently launched a national curriculum                model and has trained over 4,000 teachers during 1999-2000.

               "HEC has been a terrific resource for teachers throughout Western                Massachusetts," Olver added. "This new initiative will                make their services even more accessible, which is good news for                our schools."

               "I commend Congressman Olver for his skillful work in securing                these funds," said Senator Kennedy. "This important funding                will help give teachers the resources they need to strengthen educational                programs throughout Massachusetts."

               Senator Kerry said, "The Hampshire Educational Collaborative                is utilizing technologies that will enhance teacher professional                development in a way that is both comprehensive and convenient.                This is great news for teachers, students and the all the communities                being served."

               Each of the courses offered online will fit into a larger strand                of courses offered by HEC that leads to mastery in a content area                and Massachusetts Department of Education re-certification. Courses                will consist of video and print materials, and participants will                be able to access the courses from any computer with an Internet                connection.

               For more information about this program, contact Joan Schuman, Executive                Director of HEC at 413-586-4900.
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