
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES $117,000 FOR NEW VEHICLE FOR GREAT BARRINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

  

Washington - U.S. Representative John W. Olver (1st District) announced                that the Great Barrington Fire Department has been awarded $117,000                for a new firefighting vehicle. The grant was awarded through the                Assistance to Firefighters Program. The funding will go toward the                purchase of a four-wheel drive brush firefighting vehicle. 

"This vehicle will play a vital role in maintaining the safety                of the year-round and part-time residents in the region and provide                a much safer means of controlling brush and wild fires," Olver                said.

Great Barrington has 7,264 acres of state forest and 393 acres                of federal land, including the Appalachian Trail. The vehicle will                also be available for mutual aid to Lenox, Stockbridge and Egrement,                which do not have such a vehicle.

"Given the geography of our community, we really needed an                off-road vehicle," Great Barrington Chief Harry Jennings said.                "This vehicle will be an excellent addition to our department                and will allow us to access the state forest and federal land, as                well as many homes." 

The total cost of the vehicle is $130,000. The federal grant covers                90 percent of the cost. The cost to the department is $13,000.

Great Barrington is one of 389 fire departments across the United                States that will receive a grant under this, the third round of                the Assistance to Firefighters Program. More than $28 million in                grants will be awarded in this round. A total of 741 fire departments                have received grants to date. It is anticipated that 5500 fire departments                will receive awards before the end of the calendar year. The grants                will reach rural, urban and suburban fire departments. More than                19,500 fire departments - volunteer and career - applied for grants                this year, submitting requests totaling almost $2.2 billion.

For more information, contact Great Barrington Fire Chief Harry                Jennings at 413-528-0788.
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