
OLVER ANNOUNCES $200,000 TO PROMOTE USE OF WOOD PRODUCTS IN TRANSPORTATION

  

WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the House Appropriations Committee has approved $200,000 for a program to promote the use of wood products for bridges, guardrails, signposts and other transportation structures.   

   Olver serves on the Transportation Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee and included the funding in the fiscal year 2003 Transportation Appropriations bill.   

   The funding will broaden the Massachusetts Wood in Transportation (WIT) program, which works to maximize the use of native forest products, provide demonstrations of cost-effective modern bridge technology and improve rural economies by providing opportunities for new wood-based businesses. Modeled after the National Wood in Transportation Program of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service, the state program is administered by the Forest and Wood Products Institute at Mount Wachusett Community College in Gardner.   

   "Improving the infrastructure of rural roadways is a priority for me," Olver said. "This is a good program because it will help to rebuild or repair small bridges which otherwise would not be open to local residents. The program also aims to develop new markets for value-added wood products, thereby stimulating rural economic development, while working to sustain forests."   

   In 1996, the state Legislature passed a Transportation Bond Bill that included $5 million for the establishment of a state Wood in Transportation pilot program to examine and implement the use of wood for various transportation-related applications. However, this funding was only made available to fund capital projects, not for administrative costs associated with the program. Due to the lack of programmatic funding, the Forest and Wood Products Institute has funded the WIT program with a number of small U.S. Forest Service grants. The institute's goal is to become self-sufficient through private and public funds.   

   To date, the program has worked with the Massachusetts Highway Department, Department of Environmental Management and local communities on more than 15 projects, the majority of which are in western Massachusetts.   

   For more information on WIT contact Joseph K. Smith, director of the Forest and Wood Products Institute, at 978-630-9360, or go to: www.mwcc.mass.edu/HTML/FWP/transport.
html .    
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