
STATEMENT FROM CONGRESSMAN JOHN W. OLVER  ON THE PRESIDENT'S STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS

  
Possible military action against Iraq

         "President Bush has still not answered the question, 'Why         now?' Why         does this administration see preemptive, unilateral         war as its only option? I, along with the majority of Americans and our         closest allies, don't         think that it is. H.J.Res. 114, which Congress         passed in October, required the administration to exhaust all diplomatic         efforts and work with the         UN before launching an invasion. The president         is disregarding both the spirit and the letter of that resolution. If         the president is serious         about his commitment to the UN, he should let         the inspectors finish their job. 

         "         I want the United States to work with the world         community to disarm Iraq and ease tensions in the region. But the president         is dead-set on launching a war that will cost many Iraqi and American         lives, further destabilize the Middle East and have disastrous environmental         consequences.

         "         In the year since President Bush named Iraq as         a member of the 'axis of evil,' he has not produced any evidence         to prove that Iraq poses an imminent threat to the United States. If         there is evidence that Iraq is producing weapons of mass destruction         or of a link between Iraq and the terrorist attacks of September 11,         Americans deserve to see it before their sons and daughters are sent         off to war. 

         "         I continue to be shocked by the president's determination to ignore         the international community. Dismissing the advice and counsel of our         closest allies in the world is not only a mistake in dealing with Iraq,         but will thwart efforts to solve problems such as global warming, HIV/AIDS         and famine."

Economy

         "         Not so long ago, the economic forecasters were         projecting a $5.6 trillion federal budget surplus. Under President Bush's         economic stewardship, there will be deficits as far as the eye can see. 

         "         Last night, the president proposed to extend         his failed economic policy for the next 10 years and increase the deficit         with another round of tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans. The president's         plan will not provide the immediate stimulus our economy needs. Sadly,         his plan will drown the economy in a sea of increasing national debt,         which will crowd out private investment and raise interest rates on credit         cards, car loans and home equity loans for ordinary Americans.

         "         The president's plan also provides nothing for state governments         dealing with rising Medicaid and Homeland Security costs. In fact, the         president's plan would actually make the state budget crisis $4.1         billion worse for the 37 states that link their own tax systems to the         federal taxation of dividends. It is estimated that Massachusetts would         lose another $166 million a year in revenue under the president's         plan. Our economy needs an immediate stimulus that provides relief for         middle-income families, small businesses and the states this year."

Medicare

         "         Instead of working with Congress to tackle real         Medicare reform, the president is simply passing the buck. The reality         is that HMOs are abandoning rural areas like western Massachusetts and         less densely populated areas like central Massachusetts. The privatization         of Medicare would be horrendous for people in my district. People would         have little or no choice in plans, pay higher premiums and be at the         mercy of fluctuations in prices for services.

         "         Medicare beneficiaries also deserve a comprehensive         prescription drug benefit. Instead of providing a prescription drug plan         under Medicare, the president is using a possible prescription drug benefit         under HMOs as a carrot to get seniors off the Medicare rolls and make         more money for HMOs. 

         "         Everyday, seniors are forced to choose between         buying their prescription drugs and other necessities. They deserve better         than a sham alternative that will only grease the palms of campaign contributors."

Energy/Environment

         "         The Bush administration continues to ignore the         connection between national security and energy security. Instead of         continuing to subsidize the unsustainable dependency on fossil fuels,         the president should put forward a sound energy policy which would include:         the development of renewable energy resources, increased energy efficiency         and increased fuel economy for all vehicles used in transportation. While         the president's proposal for $1.2 billion on hydrogen-powered vehicles         is a good start, it does nothing to deal with the millions of additional         vehicles that will take to the road during the next decade, adding more         greenhouse gases to the atmosphere that will remain for at least the         next century. We must break free from our oil dependence to ensure the         long-term stability of our nation's economy, security and environment."

         "         Last night, the president laid the groundwork         for the environmental debate we will face during this Congress. Our air,         water and public lands are not safe from an administration that has already         taken more than 100 different documented destructive actions including         rollbacks of the roadless rule and mining regulations, and the delay         of a snowmobile ban in Yellowstone National Park. I will continue to         fight against these threats."

Education

         "         President Bush's tax cut will severely weaken federal assistance         to our public schools. Our students won't have the resources the         president promised in the No Child Left Behind Act to further their studies,         prepare for college and compete in the job market.

         "         The president's tax cut is a safety net for the wealthy and a trap         door for our students. It undermines the mission of the No Child Left         Behind Act by forcing schools to meet federal standards without the proper         assistance to do so."
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