
CONGRESSMAN OLVER NAMED TOP DEMOCRAT ON HOUSE TRANSPORTATION AND TREASURY APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

  
             OLVER ALSO LANDS SPOT ON INTERIOR SUBCOMMITTEE 

WASHINGTON –The Democratic Caucus of the House Appropriations                Committee has named Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) the                Ranking Democratic Member of the Appropriations Subcommittee on                Transportation and Treasury. Olver served on the Transportation                Subcommittee from 1996–2002 under then Ranking Democratic Member                Martin Sabo of Minnesota, who will now serve as Ranking Member on                the new Subcommittee on Homeland Security. 

               "In my new position I will work to improve roads, bridges,                transit services, bike paths, recreational opportunities and airports                in western and central Massachusetts. I will also seek to ensure                that AMTRAK receives adequate funding to maintain full services                along the Northeast corridor," Olver said. 

               The Transportation and Treasury Subcommittee is a new grouping resulting                from a major restructuring of the appropriations subcommittee jurisdictions                in order to create a new Homeland Security Subcommittee. Transportation                and Treasury-Postal accounts have traditionally been delegated to                separate subcommittees. However, with operations of the Coast Guard                and Transportation Security Administration moving into the jurisdiction                of Homeland Security, the Treasury-Postal accounts were folded into                the remaining Transportation accounts to create the new Transportation                and Treasury Subcommittee.

         The legislative jurisdiction of the Transportation and Treasury Subcommittee includes funding for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Highway Administration, Transit, Highway Safety and AMTRAK. The Transportation and Treasury appropriations bill will also fund the Department of the Treasury, which includes the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. This bill also funds the Internal Revenue Service, the U.S. Postal Service and the Executive Office of the President. 
               "This is a great opportunity, and I plan to make the best of                it for my region and my state," said Olver.

               During the 107th Congress, Olver secured crucial funding for several                transportation and transit projects such as safety improvements                to Reservoir Road in North Adams and Route 2 between Phillipston                and Greenfield, designing the Interstate-91 Intelligent Transportation                Systems (ITS) System north of Northampton and the Fitchburg Intermodal                Facility operated by the Montachusett Area Regional Transit (MART)                Authority. In total, Olver brought $15 million for transportation                and transit projects to the First District for FY 03. 

               Olver also gained a spot on the Interior Appropriations Subcommittee.                The jurisdiction of the Interior Subcommittee includes all Department                of Interior offices, such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service                and the National Park Service, and funding for the Smithsonian Institution                and National Gallery of Art.
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