
OLVER ANNOUNCES $1.5 MILLION FOR NORTH CENTRAL MASS.

  
             WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced              today the final federal budget compromise for fiscal year 2003 contains              nearly $1.5 million for transportation and recreational projects in              northern central Massachusetts.

             The funding was included in the Omnibus Appropriations Conference              Report approved by the House and Senate last night. The measure is              the overall spending bill for the current fiscal year.

             “I’m glad that Congress has finally approved an overall              spending bill for the current fiscal year. This funding provides continued              investments in communities that could use an economic boost right              now,” Olver said. 

             A summary of these projects is provided below.

North Central Massachusetts Bikepath, Gardner -Winchendon:              $450,000

             The North Central Pathway is a planned 16-mile multi-use trail that              will connect the communities of Winchendon and Gardner and provide              the region with unique recreational opportunity. 

             To date, 3.5 miles of the pathway have been completed and construction              is currently underway on an additional 3.2 miles. This funding would              allow work to begin on phase four, which includes the rehabilitation              of two bridges in Winchendon and the Route 140 Connection in Gardner.              The so-called “Flat Bridge” for cyclists and the adjacent              “Black Bridge” for pedestrian use are an important part              of the overall project as they link the historic downtown commercial              district of Winchendon, span a reconditioned railroad trestle bridge              over the Whitney Pond Dam and the headwaters of the Millers River,              and terminate at Glen Allen Street just a few hundred feet south of              the new Veteran's Cemetery to be constructed this year. The Route              140 connection project makes the necessary construction improvements              to a steeply sloped portion of Route 140 that is needed to safely              join the Gardner and Winchendon sections of the trail.

             “The North Central Pathway will become a primary destination              point for families, enhancing the quality of life, transportation              alternatives, and local economies in both Gardner and Winchendon,”              Olver said.

             For more information, contact George Kahale, Montachusett Regional              Planning Commission, at 978-345-7711.

Wood in Transportation: $200,000 

             The funding will broaden the Massachusetts Wood in Transportation              (WIT) program, which promotes the use of wood products for bridges,              guardrails, signposts and other transportation structures. Modeled              after the National Wood in Transportation Program of the U.S. Department              of Agriculture’s Forest Service, the state program is administered              by the Forest and Wood Products Institute at Mount Wachusett Community              College in Gardner. 

             “This program works to improve rural economies by providing              opportunities for new wood-based businesses. It stimulates rural economic              development, while working to sustain forests, and improving the infrastructure              of rural roadways,” Olver said.

             To date, the program has worked with the Massachusetts Highway Department,              Department of Environmental Management and local communities on more              than 15 projects, the majority of which are in western Massachusetts.              

             For more information on WIT, contact Rob Rizzo, director of WIT, Mount              Wachusett Community College, at 978-632-6600, ext.137.

Eagleville Pines Forest Legacy Project: $835,000

             The Eagleville Pines Forest Legacy project calls for the protection              of roughly 300 acres of land in New Salem and Athol with high wildlife              and watershed values.

             In the face of increased development pressure, private-public partnerships              will use conservation easements to protect some of the best remaining              wildlife habitat. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts and private land              trusts have committed to working together with private landowners              to purchase the easements. 

             “Protecting the integrity of this area will benefit the numerous              species of plants and animals that live here and maintain the scenic              beauty of the North Quabbin area for generations to come,” Olver              said.

             Important ecological values of the proposed tract include its one              mile of shoreline on Eagleville Pond; one half mile of shoreline on              South Athol Pond; associated wetland systems; vernal pools; esker              deposits; and large expanses of contiguous oak/pine and mixed hardwood              forest. 
             In addition to being actively managed for forest products, the proposed              project area has been used as a rustic outdoor camp for inner city              youth from Boston. Conservation education is a fundamental component              of the camp. Passive public recreation is allowed. 

             For more information, contact Frank Lowestein at the Nature Conservancy              at 413-229-0232, ext. 224.
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