
OLVER ANNOUNCES $4.3 MILLION FOR FITCHBURG AND LEOMINSTER

  
             WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced              today the final federal budget compromise for fiscal year 2003 contains              nearly $4.3 million for economic development, public safety, education              and training, and transportation projects in northern central Massachusetts.

             The funding was included in the Omnibus Appropriations Conference              Report approved by the House and Senate last night. The measure is              the overall spending bill for the current fiscal year.

             “I’m glad that Congress has finally approved an overall              spending bill for the current fiscal year. This funding provides continued              investments in communities that could use an economic boost right              now,” Olver said. 

             A summary of these projects is provided below.

Nashua River Restoration/Fitchburg Urban River Park: $200,000

             The $200,000 would fund an ecosystem restoration study of the Nashua              River. Restoration of the river’s ecosystem is central to Fitchburg’s              downtown revitalization efforts, which includes development of the              Fitchburg Urban River Park. 
             “The Nashua River is a major environmental, historical and economic              landmark for the city of Fitchburg,” Olver said. “This              ecosystem restoration project will be a big step toward overall downtown              revitalization.”

             The park will be developed on a 3.5-acre site along the Nashua River              in downtown Fitchburg. The revitalization plan includes renovating              an existing steel truss bridge for pedestrian access to the area,              lowering floodwalls to create a riverside promenade, installing a              river fountain and building a band shell for summertime concerts.              The Nashua River ecosystem restoration study will be conducted by              the Army Corps of Engineers and will consider removing dams to enhance              fish habitats, terracing of the river walls along the park area to              increase flood capacity and improve access to the river, and supporting              the creation of a floodplain habitat.

             For more information, contact Michael Lanava, Fitchburg Redevelopment              Authority, 978-345-9602.

Fitchburg Police Department: $300,000

             The City of Fitchburg plans to use the funding to support the implementation              of state-of-the-art online booking and laser fingerprinting technology              system. The department will establish a Single-Point data entry system,              sonic capturing capabilities of the suspect’s mug shot and fingerprints,              and electronic transmission technology at the Central Police Station.

             This equipment will compliment facial recognition scan and verification              technology that is currently used by the department. Olver was instrumental              in securing a $1 million grant last fiscal year that allowed the Fitchburg              Police Department to obtain the facial recognition technology. That              grant allows Fitchburg and four other Massachusetts communities with              the technology to provide the arresting police officer the latest              image, identification and communication systems to identify criminals.              

             For more information, contact Roger Frechette, Fitchburg Police Department,              at 978-345-9648.

Montachusett Area Regional Transit (MART) Authority: nearly              $3million 

             The funding will be used to expand transit services in northern central              Massachusetts, including: 

    -  $1.6 million for MART to construct an intermodal and parking              facility in Fitchburg.

    -  $750,000 for MART to build a commuter park-and-ride facility              in Leominster.

    -  $425,000 for MART to purchase 20 new passenger and handicapped              vans.

    -  $200,000 for MART to expand its advanced vehicle locator system              pilot project.

             With this funding MART will be able to continue to move forward in              building a 383-car parking garage with 13,000 square feet of retail              space adjacent to the Fitchburg Intermodal Center. MART, in cooperation              with the Fitchburg Redevelopment Authority, is currently in the final              design stage and construction is expected to begin early next year.
             In Leominster, a 103-car park-and-ride facility will be built to serve              the more than 250 commuters who take the Boston-bound MBTA train each              day.

             MART will also purchase 20 new vans to replace part of an aging fleet.              Ten of the new vans would be handicapped accessible and seat 12-16              passengers each. The remaining 10 would be passenger vans each seating              eight to 10 people. 

             MART will also expand its advanced vehicle locator system, a pilot              project that currently includes 15 vehicles and allows for better              and more cost effective use of the demand-response fleet. MART will              equip an additional 50 vehicles with global positioning and routing              software to serve a larger population of elderly, handicapped and              economically disadvantaged customers.
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             “I am pleased that this funding go will toward projects that              will support the increasing demand for commuter rail services in this              region, improve access to the Boston area, and improve access and              efficiency in public transportation,” Olver said.

             For more information, contact Mohammed Khan, executive administrator              of MART, at 978-345-7711.             

North Street Corridor, Fitchburg: $800,000

               Funding will allow for the completion of the third phase of improvements                to the North Street corridor in Fitchburg, which includes the design                and construction of road and sidewalk improvements along North Street                from Pearl Street to Ross Street. The project will improve the Pearl                Street intersection, enhance the entranceway to Fitchburg State                College, widen the roadway with a bicycle lane and improve sidewalks                with lighting for pedestrians. Phases one and two have improved                the roadway from Main Street to Pearl Street and have received more                than $1 million in federal funding, plus $1 million in funding through                state and local grants.

               “North Street in Fitchburg is a gateway connecting the City                of Fitchburg and Fitchburg State College, the city’s largest                employer. These much needed improvements will significantly improve                safety and traffic and enhance the corridor,” Olver said.

               For more information, contact Fitchburg Planning Coordinator David                Streb at 978-345-1018.
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