
STATEMENT FROM CONGRESSMAN JOHN W. OLVER ON THE ENERGY BILL (H.R. 6)

  
          "The energy bill that the House Republicans pushed through Congress today fails to provide any realistic sustainable energy plans. Instead, the bill threatens the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, weakens key consumer protections against electricity market manipulation, gives out billions of dollars in subsidies to the fossil fuel and nuclear industries, and protects corporate expatriates. In addition it, is full of missed opportunities to increase renewable energy development and energy efficiency. I will continue to work during the conference phase to improve this legislation and craft a viable national energy policy.

          "An example of the bad policy in this bill is the inclusion of drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). Drilling in the ANWR will not solve any of our energy problems. Development will take a decade and in the end will not meet more than 2% of our demand for oil. ANWR is neither a short-term nor a long-term solution to our energy needs.  For the long haul, our national security and the security of our world depends on using less fossil fuel. 

          "I believe a crucial first step in weaning ourselves from our dependence on foreign oil is to raise Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards. Cars and light trucks consume 40% of the oil we use and emit 20% of the carbon dioxide – the major greenhouse gas –we produce. It's embarrassing that we have not significantly raised CAFE standards in a decade, when the technology to do so is so readily available.  

          "Last night, I addressed the Congress in favor of amendments to protect ANWR from drilling and to require a 5% reduction in oil usage by cars and light trucks by 2010.   This amendment would have saved half a million barrels of oil every day and reduce carbon dioxide emissions by more than 90 million tons every day.  Unfortunately both of these amendments failed by votes of 197-228 and 162-268, respectively.

          "The House majority blocked other amendments that would support research and development for renewable and non-polluting sources of energy. Instead, they gave  us a  bill that only gives us more of the same – billions of dollars in subsidies to the fossil fuel and nuclear industries, and new threats to the environment. I, along with the rest of the Massachusetts delegation, voted against this legislation but it passed by a vote of 247-175."
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