
OLVER ANNOUNCES $125,100 FOR MIDDLEFIELD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has awarded $125,100 to the Middlefield Volunteer Fire Department for a new firefighting vehicle. The grant will be used to help purchase a four-wheel-drive mini-pumper and rescue vehicle.

         "A new vehicle will play a vital role in maintaining the safety of both the firefighters and the residents of Middlefield and the region," Olver said. "These funds are a welcome contribution to improving the welfare of everyone in the community."

         The grant was awarded to the all-volunteer department in Middlefield through the 2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program, a program of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). FEMA is an agency within the new U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

         Middlefield Fire Chief Larry Pease said an additional vehicle that can serve a variety of purposes would allow the department to help better serve the needs of the rural community.

         "We only have one pumper now, and we have to call mutual aid if we get another call while that engine is dedicated," Pease said. "Having another pumper, even if it's a smaller vehicle, will really help a lot."

         Middlefield is one of 219 departments across the country to receive funding under first round of the 2003 Assistance to Firefighter Grant program. The program awards one-year grants directly to local fire departments, enhancing their abilities to respond to fire and fire-related hazards in their communities. A total of $750 million in direct assistance to firefighters is expected to be delivered this year. These awards will be used to increase the effectiveness of firefighting operations, fund firefighter health and safety programs, acquire new fire apparatus, enhance EMS programs, and conduct fire prevention and safety programs. Fire departments receiving the awards represent a cross section of the nation's fire service, including those from urban, suburban and rural areas as well as those made up of paid and volunteer firefighters and those that are a combination of both.

         For additional information, contact Middlefield Fire Chief Larry Pease at 413-623-5072.

         For more information on the Assistance to Firefighters Grant program, please visit www.usfa.fema.gov.
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