
CONGRESSMEN OLVER AND NEAL ANNOUNCE $7 MILLION FOR PVTA

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) and Congressman Richard Neal (D-2nd District) today announced nearly $7 million in funding earmarks for the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA) to replace buses, upgrade its bus communication and data systems and enhance its workforce transportation program. PVTA serves 24 member communities located in Hampden and Hampshire counties.

         "Having quality, accessible public transportation is essential to maintaining a vibrant, economically successful community," Olver said. "This funding will help make it easier for local residents to use public transportation. These types of investments in transportation infrastructure are essential if we are to develop and maintain convenient public transit in the Pioneer Valley."

         "This announcement is good news for those in western Massachusetts who rely on public transportation each day. New buses, upgraded communications and expanded services will make the PVTA a more effective regional transit authority. My colleague, Congressman John Olver, who serves on the Transportation Subcommittee, deserves recognition for his efforts in helping to secure this important federal assistance," Neal said.

         The Transportation and Treasury Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee has given its approval to the funding. Olver is the ranking member of the subcommittee and, along with Neal, included the earmarks in the bill. The bill still needs to be considered by the full Appropriations Committee. Then the bill would be taken up by the full House. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due by October 1, 2003, the beginning of fiscal year 2004.

         A summary of the earmarked projects is provided below.

PVTA Bus Replacement Program: $2.5 million

         This funding will be used to replace an aging fleet of PVTA buses with new vehicles, such as low floor buses and hybrid electric vehicles. Replacing the vehicles will improve air quality, reduce maintenance and fuel costs, and improve safety and security. New vehicles will be equipped with an enhanced on-board diagnostic system. In addition, the low floor technology will allow for improved and safer access for the elderly and the disabled.

PVTA Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS): $4 million

         This funding will allow PVTA to upgrade its bus communications and data systems, its advance vehicle locator (AVL) system and its advance passenger information systems. The upgrades will help address the increasing demand for transit service in the Pioneer Valley region, better serve customers, increase transit usage and influence regional growth and development.

         ITS will provide passengers with improved information and assist disabled riders and other passengers with access to transit services, thereby increasing their mobility in the region. The AVL system will allow the PVTA to collect more accurate information on passenger boardings, improving schedule planning and adherence.

         These upgrades will be the building blocks for future projects including passenger information systems, such as informational kiosks, and transit security measures, such as real time video and advanced fare and data collection.

         Olver secured $750,000 in FY02 and $1 million in the FY01 for this program.

PVTA Access to Jobs and Reverse Commute Program: $405,000

         Over the past three years, PVTA has strived to provide efficient and economical transportation solutions to the residents of Hampden and Hampshire counties with the transition from welfare to work.

         PVTA has developed an Area-Wide Job Access and Reverse Commute program to address the needs of transitioning workers and their employers. This earmark will continue to fund this program.

         Projects funded during the first two years of the this program include 'Night Owl' service that extended transit service hours to connect second and third shift job opportunities with the region's urban centers. Another project connects transit service between Northampton and Holyoke, opening up job opportunities in the five-college area to urban residents. The program also provides a Regional Mobility Manager to help clients who are making the transition from welfare to work gain access to the transportation system.
         ###

For more information, contact Gary Shepard, PVTA Administrator, or Sandra Sheehan, Director of Procurement and Transit at PVTA, at 413-732-6248.
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