
OLVER SECURES $4 MILLION FOR BERKSHIRE COUNTY

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) has secured $4 million for transportation projects in Berkshire County in the House Transportation and Treasury Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2004. The earmarks will fund projects to maintain a major highway corridor, enhance a scenic byway and improve public transportation services in the region.

         "This is an excellent start for the Transportation and Treasury bill," Olver said. "As the appropriations process continues, I will work to maintain the highest possible level of funding for transportation priorities in Berkshire County."

         The Transportation and Treasury Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee has given its approval to the funding. Olver is the ranking member of the subcommittee and included the earmarks in the bill. The bill still needs to be considered by the full Appropriations Committee. Then the bill would be taken up by the full House. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due by October 1, 2003, the beginning of fiscal year 2004.

         A summary of the earmarked projects is provided below.

Route 8, Lanesboro-Cheshire-Adams: $1.25 million

         This earmark will fund a corridor management project designed to preserve Route 8 from Lanesborough through Cheshire to southern Adams from strip development and maintain its function as a regional highway corridor. This work will maintain traffic capacity and improve safety along the highway corridor and would be done at the same time as a Mass Highway project to create an alternating passing lane.

         "Route 8 is an important transportation link for this region," Olver said. "Preserving the existing highway corridor for through traffic, thereby reducing delays and improving safety, is a critical means of providing for the future transportation needs of this region."

         This project will include the acquisition of access rights through easements and land purchases to control curb cuts and rights of way. For portions of the project area, there is a relatively narrow strip of land between the highway and the recently constructed Ashuwillticook Bicycle Trail. Preserving that strip from development would protect the highway's capacity and preserve the scenic quality of the bicycle trail.

For more information, contact Nat Karns at the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission at 413-442-1521.

Mohawk Trail Scenic Byway: $1 million

         This earmark will fund the acquisition of scenic easements and farm preservation easements along the Mohawk Trail Scenic Byway. The funds will also allow for improvements and byway traveler amenities at the Upper Pioneer Valley Visitor Center in Greenfield, including design and construction of a pavilion or canopy to provide shade over the picnic area, as well as design and construction of a children's play area that provides educational information about the Mohawk Trail.

         "The Mohawk Trail showcases the scenic beauty of western Massachusetts," Olver said. "This funding will assist with scenic preservation, as well as invite others to explore the region."

         In FY03, Olver secured $500,000 for scenic enhancements and safety improvement plans to the Mohawk Trail Scenic Byway.

For more information, contact Elizabeth Giannini, Senior Transportation Planner at the Franklin Regional Council of Governments, at 413-774-1194, ext. 104 or Nat Karns at the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission at 413-442-1521.

BRTA Buses and Fare Boxes: $765,000

         This earmark will provide $600,000 for Berkshire Regional Transit Authority (BRTA) to help purchase three new buses and $165,000 for new fare boxes.

         The $600,000 portion will cover 80 percent of the cost of three new buses to replace aging vehicles. BRTA uses 14 buses at weekday peak times to provide fixed route service throughout 12 cities and towns in the Berkshires.

         The $165,000 portion will purchase 17 new fare boxes for buses. Some of the boxes will be installed into 10 new buses that BRTA had purchased with previous federal funding, but were delivered without fare boxes. The seven boxes not installed in new buses will be utilized in older buses until each bus is in turn replaced.

For more information, contact Chuck MacNeil, executive director of BRTA, at 413-499-2782

Pittsfield Intermodal Center: $615,000

         This funding will go to Berkshire Regional Transit Authority (BRTA) for costs associated with construction of the Berkshire County Intermodal Transportation Center in downtown Pittsfield. This earmark will replenish the contingency budget for the construction of the intermodal center. It will also fund furniture and finishes for the center. Unforeseen issues including above-budget bids for masonry, right-of-way delays, and soil excavation and backfill issues have exhausted original allowances for contingency funds.

         "Intermodal centers are the backbone of an efficient and accessible transportation system," Olver said. "A strong transportation infrastructure will help businesses grow and spur job creation throughout Berkshire County. Once complete, this center will be a truly multi-modal center connecting bus, Amtrak, the Berkshire Scenic Railway and the taxicab service, which will contribute greatly to revitalization efforts in downtown Pittsfield."

         Olver has secured a total of $8.2 million for this project. Of the total cost of the intermodal center and parking facility only 80 percent can be federally funded. A combination of state and local funding will cover the remaining costs.
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For more information, contact Chuck MacNeil, executive director of BRTA, at 413-499-2782.

Transportation Association of North Berkshire (TANB) Dial-A-Ride: $400,000

         This funding will support a Dial-A-Ride program operated by the Transportation Association of Northern Berkshire (TANB) Inc., a non-profit organization that works to improve public transportation access for low-income and dislocated commuters in the towns of Florida, Clarksburg, Savoy, Cheshire, North Adams, Adams and Williamstown.

         TANB began the Dial-A-Ride program in July 2002 to provide rides for work-related trips to residents in these communities who have needs that cannot be met by BRTA's traditional, fixed-route public bus service. The need for transportation for work-related trips was so great that the ridership numbers multiplied by leaps and bounds. Within two months, the service was providing more than 100 trips per day.

         "There has always been a tremendous need for public transportation services in the northern Berkshire region," Olver said. "I am glad to be able to assist Transportation Association of Northern Berkshire in their efforts to close the gap in public transportation services. Their services are in high demand and much appreciated."

         Working in conjunction with the Berkshire Regional Transit Administration (BRTA) and Community Transportation Association of America (CTAA), TANB coordinates rides through a local call center in North Adams, which serves as a clearinghouse for local transportation information. The center takes passenger requests and arranges for rides with appropriate local providers. In addition, the center operates a trip purchase program for people who need rides when public transportation is not available.

For more information, please contact Roger Breckner, executive director of TANB, at 413-664-0300 or Barbara Singleton, associate director of CTAA, at 202-661-0215.

         ###
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