
OLVER ANNOUNCES $12.6 MILLION FOR FRANKLIN COUNTY

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) has secured $12.6 million in the House Transportation and Treasury Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2004 for several significant transportation and transit projects in Franklin County.

         "This is an excellent start for the Transportation and Treasury bill," Olver said. "As the appropriations process continues, I will work to maintain the highest possible level of funding for transportation priorities in Franklin County."

         The Transportation and Treasury Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee has given its approval to the funding. Olver is the ranking member of the subcommittee and included the earmarks in the bill. The bill still needs to be considered by the full Appropriations Committee. Then the bill would be taken up by the full House. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due by October 1, 2003, the beginning of fiscal year 2004.

         A summary of the earmarked projects is provided below.

Gill-Montague Bridge: $5 million

         The Gill-Montague Bridge provides a critical transportation link between Route 2 and Montague but is deteriorating at a rapid pace and has been slated for reconstruction for several years. Currently, there are jersey barriers along the railings and nets underneath the bridge to catch debris falling from the bridge into the river. Renovating this bridge is one of the highest community and regional priorities. The total cost of reconstructing the bridge is estimated at $20 million.

         "I am pleased to be able to provide funding for this long-overdue project," Olver said. "The Gill Montague Bridge is an essential link for Franklin County. Its reconstruction will not only greatly improve the safety of local residents, but it will also complement downtown revitalization projects in Turners Falls."

         The Gill-Montague Bridge is the primary route for goods, services and people to enter and exit downtown Turners Falls. Over the last decade, Turners Falls has invested heavily in the rehabilitation of its downtown, working not only to improve housing stock, but also to reinvigorate industry. Ensuring a safe and efficient bridge crossing will support these important regional and local goals.

For more information, contact Maureen Mullaney, Transportation Manager of the Franklin Regional Council of Governments, at 413-774

Route 2: $3 million

         This earmark for continuing long-term safety improvements to Route 2 focuses on the 30-mile, two-lane stretch between Athol/Phillipston and Greenfield. This highway renovation includes plans for widening shoulders, creating new passing and climbing lanes, adding shoulder rumble strips and realigning the roadway to reduce curves.

         "Route 2 is of ever-increasing importance to the economy of western and central Massachusetts," Olver said. "This funding will make a stretch of highway known for its dangerous curves and narrow shoulders a safer and more efficient road."

         These renovations are based on recommendations from the Route 2 Safety Improvement Study conducted by a consultant hired by the Route 2 Task Force, the Franklin Regional Council of Governments, the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission and MassHighway.

         Previously, Olver secured $10.4 million in federal funds for improvements to Route 2.

For more information, contact Linda Dunlavy, executive director of the Franklin Regional Council of Governments, at 413-774-3167.

Route 116 improvements: $2.5 million

         This earmark will assist with an upgrade to Route 116, an important regional link in deteriorating condition. Route 116 connects the towns of Ashfield and Conway, and the hill towns to I-91 in Deerfield. It also serves as the primary route from these towns to the University of Massachusetts in Amherst. This project will specifically focus on severely deteriorated roadway between Ashfield and the Conway/Williamsburg town line.

         "Route 116 is a critical link between Franklin and Hampshire counties," Olver added. "The planned improvements will significantly improve travel in the region."

         In FY02, Olver secured $2.5 million for this project.

For more information, contact Maureen Mullaney, Transportation Manager of the Franklin Regional Council of Governments, at 413-774-1194 ext. 10 or Ross Dindio, Region 1 Supervisor for MassHighway, at 413-637-1750.

Mohawk Trail Scenic Byway: $1 million

         This earmark will fund the acquisition of scenic easements and farm preservation easements along the Mohawk Trail Scenic Byway. The funds will also allow for improvements and byway traveler amenities at the Upper Pioneer Valley Visitor Center in Greenfield, including design and construction of a pavilion or canopy to provide shade over the picnic area, as well as design and construction of a children's play area that provides educational information about the Mohawk Trail.

         "The Mohawk Trail showcases the scenic beauty of western Massachusetts," Olver said. "This funding will assist with scenic preservation, as well as invite others to explore the region."
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         In FY03, Olver secured $500,000 for scenic enhancements and safety improvement plans to the Mohawk Trail Scenic Byway.

For more information, contact Elizabeth Giannini, Senior Transportation Planner at the Franklin Regional Council of Governments, at 413-774-1194, ext. 104 or Nat Karns at the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission at 413-442-1521.

Connecticut River Scenic Byway: $1 million

         The Connecticut River Scenic Farm Byway runs along Routes 47 and 63 from Sunderland to Northfield. This funding will be used to expand and improve the byway. The project will include the design and construction of sidewalk and streetscape improvements along the route the town of Erving, as a continuation of the Millers Falls Streetscape improvements into the Ervingside section of Millers Falls. Directional signs and promotional activities will also be used to promote the farms along the Connecticut River Scenic Farm Byway and assist in directing travelers to the farms.

         "The projects along the Connecticut River Scenic Farm Byway will highlight the striking rural and agricultural character of Routes 47 and 63, while also improving a well-traveled corridor," Olver said.

For more information, contact Elizabeth Giannini, Senior Transportation Planner at the Franklin Regional Council of Governments, at 413-774-1194, ext. 104.

Franklin Regional Transit Authority Bus Replacement: $150,000

         This earmark will help purchase one new bus for the Franklin Regional Transit Authority's (FRTA) fixed routes. The routes include the G-Link from Greenfield to Athol, the Valley Route from Greenfield to Northampton, and two campus routes, from Greenfield to Greenfield Community College and from Charlemont Academy to Northfield Mount Hermon.

         "There has always been a tremendous need for public transportation services in Franklin County," Olver said. "This funding will help the Franklin Regional Transit Authority continue working to meet that need."

         Franklin County is one of the poorest and most rural counties in Massachusetts. Fixed route service is a necessary link for residents to access jobs, health care and educational opportunities. Reliable and safe buses are fundamental to FRTA's ability to continue providing this crucial fixed route service.

For more information, contact Denise Wallenius at FRTA at 413-774-2262.

         ###
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