
OLVER ANNOUNCES $1.4 MILLION FOR FOREST LEGAGY PROJECT IN PEPPERELL

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced that the House Appropriations Committee has approved $1.4 million in the House Interior Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2004 to preserve a large tract of undeveloped forest land in Pepperell.

         Olver worked to secure the funding under Forest Legacy Program within the House Interior Appropriations bill. The funding will be used to help the Pepperell Springs Preservation Project collaborators purchase an easement to preserve a 265-acre forested tract in Pepperell for its watershed, wildlife habitat, and recreational and cultural values. 

         "The property is under imminent threat of being developed, which would adversely affect the many natural resources and the local drinking water supply," Olver said. "Protecting the integrity of this area will also benefit the numerous species of plants and animals that live here and maintain its scenic beauty for generations to come."

         Approval by the Appropriations Committee is a preliminary step toward final passage of the bill. The House is expected to take up the bill sometime this month. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due by October 1, 2003, the beginning of fiscal year 2004.

         The tract of land falls within the watersheds of both the Nashua River and Nissitissit River. The tract is one of the highest quality river habitats in the Nashua River watershed, which encompasses 538 miles and 31 communities in north central Massachusetts and southern New Hampshire and provides drinking water for more than one million people. The tract is also one of the largest singly owned unprotected forests within the Nissitissit River watershed.

         Under the Forest Legacy Program, private-public partnerships use conservation easements to protect some of the best remaining wildlife habitat facing increased development pressure. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts and private land trusts have committed to working together with private landowners to purchase the easements. The Pepperell Springs Preservation Project is a partnership among the town of Pepperell, the Nashua River Watershed Association, the Nashoba Conservation Trust and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

         For more information, contact Al Futterman of the Nashua River Watershed Association at 978-448-0299 or Robert Hanson, Pepperell Town Administrator, at 978-433-0333.
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