
OLVER ANNOUNCES $200,000 FOR EMILY DICKINSON HOMESTEAD

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the House of Representatives has approved $200,000 for restoration, preservation and system upgrades of the lifelong homestead of 19th century poet Emily Dickinson and The Evergreens, the 1856 home of Dickinson's brother, Austin, and his wife, Susan. The funding was included in the Interior Appropriations conference report for fiscal year 2004 approved by the House last night.

         Olver is a member of the Interior Appropriations Subcommittee and secured the funding under the Save America's Treasures program within the House Interior Appropriations bill. The Save America's Treasures program was founded in 1998 by the White House Millennium Council and the National Trust for Historic Preservation in an effort to protect art and artifacts with national significance.

         "The Emily Dickinson Museum truly is a gem and deserves designation under Save America's Treasures," Olver said. "I am pleased that we are a step closer to providing federal funding for the preservation and restoration of this historic site. In these tight financial times, the much needed improvement projects might otherwise have been delayed for many years."

         Earlier this year, the Dickinson Homestead, owned by Amherst College since 1965, and The Evergreens combined to form a single museum, now known as the Emily Dickinson Museum. The museum is devoted to the interpretation of the poet's life, her family and the community in which she lived. Emily Dickinson was born in the Homestead in 1830 and there wrote her strikingly original verse. The Evergreens was an intimate part of the poet's private world, and today remains a unique surviving example of a fully appointed 19th century New England home. Prior to the creation of the new museum, the two houses worked collaboratively on tours, public programs and other projects. Adjacent to each other in the center of Amherst, the houses host about 8000 visitors per year.

         The Homestead has long been in need of restoration to its exterior carpentry and masonry to control moisture problems, as well as painting to protect the exterior and return the building to an accurate 19th century appearance. The goal of preservation efforts at The Evergreens is interior restoration. Due to lack of maintenance since the 19th century many of the most significant interior spaces of the home are endangered. This money will enable the museum to make significant advances in their preservation and restoration.

         In addition, systems evaluations and upgrades will address problems with aging electrical and plumbing systems and provide solutions for environmental control issues at both houses, including fire protection, security monitoring and climate control.

         Cindy Dickinson, Director of the Emily Dickinson Museum said, "Emily Dickinson is considered one of the greatest poets in the English language. Because Dickinson lived in Amherst for her entire life, her home is the destination each year for visitors from around the world who come to better understand the poet whose work intrigues or inspires them. This generous appropriation comes at a critical time in the life of this new museum. We are grateful for Congressman Olver's support of the Emily Dickinson Museum as a vibrant and vital steward of Dickinson's immeasurable legacy."

         The conference report approved by the House yesterday is the reconciled version separate House and Senate Interior Appropriations bills negotiated by a conference committee of members of both chambers. After the Senate considers the conference report, the bill will then go to the President's desk for a signature.

         ###

         For more information, contact Cindy Dickinson of the Emily Dickinson Museum at 413-542-8429 or csdickinson@emilydickinsonmuseum.org.
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