
OLVER ANNOUNCES $227,000 FOR FOREST LEGACY PROJECT IN NORTH CENTRAL MASS.

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the House of Representatives has approved $227,000 to conserve a large tract of undeveloped forest in north Worcester County. The funding will be used to help purchase an easement to conserve a 445-acre tract in Ashburnham and Winchendon along the northern Massachusetts border, known as the Bush Hill area.

         The funding was included in the Interior Appropriations conference report for fiscal year 2004. The conference report was approved by the House last night. Olver is a member of the Interior Appropriations Subcommittee and worked to secure the funding under the Forest Legacy Program within the House Interior Appropriations bill.

         "I am pleased that we are a step closer to providing federal funding for this preservation effort. The Bush Hill area is rich in natural resources, including numerous species of plants and animals, and valuable for the recreational opportunities it provides," Olver said. "The Forest Legacy Program will help protect the integrity of this area and maintain its scenic beauty for generations to come."

         The diversity of wildlife in this forest parcel is particularly high due to the combination of wetlands, varying topography and limited road development. The Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program has identified this entire area as a BioMap Supporting Natural Landscape. This designation identifies the area as being a large, underdeveloped, and naturally vegetated area that supports the viability of nearby rare and common species populations and overall Millers River watershed health.

         The majority of the Bush Hill area will be managed for forestry, with a portion set aside as forever wild. The protected land will also serve as a core for future purchases of abutting land and would heighten the importance of land to be protected in Winchendon, Mass., and Rindge, N.H. Approval of this project opens the possibility of creating a cross state-line project resulting in approximately 600 acres of protected open space.

         Under the Forest Legacy Program, private-public partnerships use conservation easements to protect some of the best remaining wildlife habitat facing increased development pressure. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts and private land trusts have committed to working together with private landowners to purchase the easements.

         The conference report approved by the House yesterday is the reconciled version separate House and Senate Interior Appropriations bills negotiated by a conference committee of members of both chambers. After the Senate considers the conference report, the bill will then go to the President's desk for a signature.
         ###

         For more information, contact Al Futterman at the Nashua River Watershed Association at 978-448-0299.
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