
OLVER ANNOUNCES $14,850 FOR SOUTH DEERFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has awarded $14,850 to the South Deerfield Fire Department for crucial equipment upgrades. The new equipment will improve the fire department's ability to provide emergency rescue and extrication capabilities in its response area and surrounding communities.

         "I am pleased that this funding will significantly improve the safety of firefighters and the public during rescue operations," Olver said. "A number of communities will benefit from this grant award."

         The grant was awarded through the 2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program, a program of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). FEMA is an agency within the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

         This funding will allow South Deerfield to purchase a self-contained, 24-volt battery-powered combination cutter and spreader rescue tool for forcible entry and extrication. The South Deerfield Fire Department currently provides primary extrication and technical rescue to four neighboring communities outside its own response district who are unable to fund and perform these services, accounting for approximately 15,000 residents overall.

         The South Deerfield Fire Department is one of 489 departments across the country to receive funding under the latest disbursement of the 2003 Assistance to Firefighter Grant program. The program awards one-year grants directly to local fire departments, enhancing their abilities to respond to fire and fire-related hazards in their communities. To date, nearly 4,500 fire departments have received more than $304 million in direct assistance. Fire departments receiving the awards represent a cross section of the nation's fire service, including those from urban, suburban and rural areas as well as those made up of paid and volunteer firefighters and those that are a combination of both.

         ###

         For more information, contact Chief Gary J. Stokarski at 413-665-2313.

         For more information on the Assistance to Firefighters Grant program, please visit www.usfa.fema.gov.
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