
OLVER ANNOUNCES PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION RECOGNIZING UPPER HOUSATONIC VALLEY AS NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-MA) announced today that         the House of Representatives has passed the “Upper Housatonic River         Valley National Heritage Area Act.” This legislation recognizes         29 historically rich communities in Massachusetts and Connecticut that         have made important distinctive contributions to the history and national         character of America. Olver is a co-sponsor of the bill with Congresswoman         Nancy L. Johnson (R-CT).

         The legislation provides a cooperative framework         and enables a unique coalition of community stakeholders and the National         Park Service to work to conserve the special natural, historical and         cultural resources of the region for the educational benefit of future         generations. 

                                 “                                 The depth of historical, cultural and recreational                                 resources is a key reason visitors enjoy New                                 England,” Olver said. “Local history                                 provides a unique educational opportunity, and                                 this act will assist communities to take advantage                                 of resources that are right in our backyards.”

                                 The Upper Housatonic River Valley Heritage Area                                 includes 20 Massachusetts communities located                                 in Berkshire County, as well as 9 communities                                 in Connecticut. The area is a 60-mile corridor                                 encompassing the Housatonic River’s watershed                                 from Lanesboro and Dalton to Kent, Conn.

                                 The Upper Housatonic River Valley has historical                                 significance in several areas. Communities in                                 the valley were among the first to tap mineral                                 resources. A total of 19 iron blast furnaces                                 were located along the Housatonic River from                                 Salisbury and Sharon, Conn. to Lenox, Richmond                                 and Lanesboro. These furnaces, along with ancillary                                 ore mines, lime quarries and charcoal hearths,                                 contributed significantly to the region’s                                 economy in the 19th century.

                                 The valley boasts one of America’s first                                 women novelists, Catharine M. Sedgwick, who lived                                 and wrote in Stockbridge and Lenox. The area                                 was also the home of many other nationally known                                 authors and novelists, such as Herman Melville                                 in Pittsfield, Edith Wharton in Lenox and Norman                                 Rockwell in Stockbridge.

                             The communities of the valley also boast many                                 state and national firsts. Crane and Co., the                                 only paper mill in the country supplying U.S.                                 currency paper, was founded along the Housatonic                                 River in Dalton in the early 19th century. The                                 first alternating current transformer was powered                                 from a small plant on the river in 1886. The                                 valley is home to the oldest active union railroad                                 station, the oldest public library, the earliest                                 regional high schools in Connecticut and Massachusetts                                   and the first ski area to make artificial snow.                                   The valley also contains the Connecticut and                                   Massachusetts sections of the Appalachian Trail                                   and is home to the quarries that supplied stone                                   for the Washington Monument.

                                   “                                   This legislation will not only assist with                                   efforts to preserve these historical landmarks,                                   it will also help boost tourism and spur sustainable                                   economic development,” Olver said.
                                   The House passed the bill last night. A similar                                   bill is pending in the Senate.

                                   ###
                                   For more information, contact Ronald D. Jones,                                   Chairman, Upper Housatonic Valley Heritage                                   Area, Inc., at 860-435-9183 or rdjones@discovernet.net.
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