
OLVER ANNOUNCES $717,000 FOR RESTORATION OF NASHAWANNUCK POND IN EASTHAMPTON

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the House of Representatives has approved $717,000 for restoration of Nashawannuck Pond in Easthampton.

         The funding was included in the Energy and Water Appropriations conference report for fiscal year 2004. The bill was passed by the House of Representatives yesterday, and is expected to pass the Senate in the near future. Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and secured the funding in the bill.

         "Nashawannuck Pond has the potential to be a great resource for Easthampton and Hampshire County, and its restoration is the centerpiece of the town's downtown revitalization efforts," Olver said. "This funding will help to enhance fishing and boating opportunities, protect animal and plant habitats, improve water quality, and help to ensure that Nashawannuck Pond remains a beautiful natural water resource and refuge for generations to come."

         The project will include dredging of accumulated sediments and their disposal, and will be conducted by the Army Corps of Engineers. The pond is currently filling with sediment, and this combined with rampant weed growth is limiting recreation opportunities on the pond.

         Located in the center of downtown Easthampton, the 31-acre Nashawannuck Pond was developed in 1847 as a source of industrial hydropower. It was subsequently utilized for harvesting ice until 1923. Considered to be the "Jewel of Easthampton," the pond is now used primarily for fishing, boating, ice skating, ice fishing, waterfowl observation, picnicking and aesthetic enjoyment.

         Adjacent to the pond is Nonotuck Park, a 200-acre park developed along the pond?s southwesterly shorelines approximately 75 years ago. This park is the most heavily utilized recreational resource in Easthampton. The close proximity of the pond and park to the city's central business district provides a unique and distinctive setting, enhancing the quality of life for Easthampton residents.

         Last year (FY03), Olver secured $115,000 for restoration of Nashawannuck Pond and $200,000 the previous year (FY02).

         The conference report approved by the House yesterday is the reconciled version of separate House and Senate Energy and Water Appropriations bills negotiated by a conference committee of members of both chambers. After the Senate considers the conference report, the bill will then go to the President's desk for a signature.

         ###
         For more information, contact Easthampton Mayor Michael Tautznik at 413-529-1470.
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