
OLVER ANNOUNCES $960,000 FOR BIOMASS PROJECT AT MOUNT WACHUSETT COMMUNITY COLLEGE

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the House of Representatives has approved $960,000 to develop a clean energy production project at the new biomass power plant at Mount Wachusett Community College (MWCC) in Gardner.

         "This effort illustrates Mount Wachusett Community College's commitment to increase alternative energy production in concert with environmental protection," Olver said. "The college is utilizing a fuel source that is renewable, locally available and cost-effective. Projects like this also encourage our independence and national security because it decreases reliance on foreign oil."

         The funding was included in the Energy and Water Appropriations conference report for fiscal year 2004. The bill passed the House of Representatives yesterday, and is expected to pass the Senate in the near future. Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and secured the funding in the bill.

         The college recently opened a biomass power plant as a means of addressing the rising and disproportionate cost of energy in the Northeast. The plant converts waste wood, one type of biomass, into energy. This funding would allow the college to be a demonstration site for a wood gasification cogeneration unit to produce electricity for heat and power.

         A new generation of wood fuel gasification technologies is being developed in locations throughout the world. These new advanced gasification technologies represent the state-of-the-art in wood energy technology. These technologies have great promise for thermal energy, electricity production, and combined heat and power in wood product industries, as well as applications for college campuses, hospitals and food processors.

         The current power plant at MWCC produces enough energy for the college to be self-sufficient in its energy needs. The new unit would generate electricity as part of a combined heat and power facility to address the college's remaining energy needs with a potential to supply surplus power to the New England grid.

         The conference report approved by the House yesterday is the reconciled version of separate House and Senate Interior Appropriations bills negotiated by a conference committee of members of both chambers. After the Senate considers the conference report, the bill will then go to the President's desk for a signature.

         ###

         For more information, contact Ed Tercerio, Vice President of Mount Wachusett Community College, at 978-632-6600.
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