
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $100,000 TO RESTORE DALTON DRINKING WATER SUPPLY

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced           today that the Energy and Water Appropriations bill approved by House           of Representatives includes $100,000 to restore the Windsor Reservoir.

           Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee           and worked to secure the funding in the House bill for fiscal year           2005. The House approved the bill on June 25 by a 370-16 vote.

           "           This funding is critical to moving along the restoration           of the drinking water supply for a small, rural town that doesn't           have the revenue to fund this necessary work," Olver said.

           The 62-acre drinking water reservoir in Hinsdale           and Windsor serves at the primary drinking water supply for the town           of Dalton, but the reservoir was shut down last summer after damaging           storms. Since then, Dalton has been using Pittsfield's water supply.

           Storms on August 11 and 12, 2003 caused a feeder           brook to overflow its banks resulting in severe erosion of Wahconah           Falls Road near the intersection with May Road, north of the reservoir.           The roadway erosion entered the reservoir, causing the water to become           turbid. After an inspection, the Dalton Fire District shut down the           reservoir.

           The reservoir restoration project is divided into           three phases. The first phase, including road repairs and stabilization,           is currently being designed, is being funded by the state. The funding           approved today by the House of Representatives would go toward phase           two, which includes the investigation, design and permitting of the           necessary repairs to the reservoir itself. The restoration of the reservoir           is the final phase of the project and can begin only after completing           the first two phases of the project.

           The companion bill in the Senate has not yet been           scheduled for a floor vote. After the Senate approves its version of           the bill, a conference committee will work to reconcile the House and           Senate bills into a conference report. The conference report would           then need to be approved by both chambers and signed by the President,           before it could become law.

           ###

           For more information, contact Melissa Jette at Berkshire          Regional Planning Commission at 413-442-1521.
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