
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $375,000 TO PRESERVE WEST STOCKBRIDGE LAND

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced           that the Interior Appropriations bill approved by the House of Representatives           includes $375,000 to help conserve a large track of forest land in           Berkshire County.

           "           Protecting the integrity of this area will benefit           the numerous species of plants and animals that live here and maintain           its scenic beauty for generations to come," Olver said. "Development           of this property would adversely affect the many natural resources           and hinder access to the land for recreation."

           The funding will go toward the purchase of 178 acres           of forest land in West Stockbridge to protect it from future development.           Berkshire Natural Resources Council (BNRC), a non-profit land conservation           and environmental advocacy organization, is working on the project.           Rich in native species, the property is located on the west side of           West Stockbridge Mountain. Its features include rolling former agricultural           fields, meadows and forest land.

           BNRC works throughout the Berkshires to preserve           threatened lands. It places special emphasis on protecting Berkshire           County's "working landscape" - the farms, forests,           streams and mountains that define the region's distinct character           and provide economic, recreational and scenic benefits to the public.

           Under the Forest Legacy Program, private-public partnerships           use conservation easements to protect some of the best remaining wildlife           habitat facing increased development pressure. The Commonwealth of           Massachusetts and private land trusts have committed to working together           with private landowners to purchase the easements. BNRC will purchase           the property and the Massachusetts Fish and Wildlife has agreed to           hold easement.

           Olver is a member of the Interior Appropriations           Subcommittee and worked to secure the funding in the House bill for           fiscal year 2005. The House approved the bill on June 17 by a 334 -           86 vote.

           The companion bill in the Senate has not yet been           scheduled for a floor vote. After the Senate approves its version of           the bill, a conference committee will work to reconcile the House and           Senate bills into a conference report. The conference report would           then need to be approved by both chambers and signed by the President,           before it could become law.

           ###

           For more information, contact Narain Schroeder at           BNRC at nschroeder@bnrc.net . For more information about BRNC, visit           
http://www.bnrc.net .
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