
OLVER WELCOMES CBC REPORT ON THE EFFECT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON AFRICAN AMERICANS

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-MA), co-chair             of the House Climate Change Caucus, joined with his colleagues from             the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) during the unveiling of a report             today regarding the impact of climate change on the African American             community. Olver welcomed the report released this morning and echoed             its concerns about the negative impact global warming has on the             African American community.

           "This groundbreaking, comprehensive study demonstrates           that African Americans will be and are disproportionately burdened           by the effects of climate change," Olver said. "This is           particularly true when it comes to the health impacts like respiratory           ailments and deaths during heat waves in metropolitan areas. In addition,           southern states will be more vulnerable to infectious diseases such           as malaria, which is predicted to return to the United States."

           Olver added, "Ironically, the study also finds African Americans           are less responsible for climate change than other Americans - contributing           less greenhouse gases to the atmosphere. And so, this is an issue of           environmental justice - or I should say, injustice."

           The Center for Policy Analysis and Research, the           policy arm of the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, Inc., unveiled "African           Americans and Climate Change: An Unequal Burden," a study containing           new information on the impact of climate change on the African American           community.

           The report contends that while the impacts of climate           change occur on a global scale, its effects are likely to have differential           impacts on people of different socioeconomic and racial groups in the           United States. The data shows that African Americans will experience           an especially heavy health and economic burden.

           The report concluded that:           
    -  African Americans are already disproportionately           burdened by the health effects of climate change, including deaths           during heat waves and from worsened air pollution.
    -             Unemployment and economic hardship associated with           climate change will fall most heavily on the African American community.
    -  African Americans are less responsible for climate           change than other Americans.
    -  Policies intended to mitigate climate change can           generate large health and economic benefits and costs for African Americans,           depending on how they are structured.
    -  Unless appropriate actions are taken to mitigate           its effects or adapt to them, climate change will worsen existing equity           issues within the United States.

           Scientists say global warming is caused mainly by           carbon dioxide emitted from the burning of fossil fuels. These emissions           cause a heat-trapping blanket to form in the atmosphere, raising temperatures           and threatening our health, our economy and the environment. The National           Academy of Sciences and many other experts say today's unprecedented           warming trend simply cannot be explained by natural forces alone. 

           Olver and Congressman Wayne T. Gilchrest (R-MD) are           co-sponsors of the bipartisan Climate Stewardship Act, which would           set a cap for heat-trapping pollution responsible for global warming,           while creating a market-based system encouraging maximum technological           innovation and profitable opportunities for companies to cut emissions.           Olver and Gilchrest are co-chairs of the House Climate Change Caucus.

           "The Climate Stewardship Act is not the magic pill           to solve global warming. However, it is a good first start - and           it is do-able," Olver said. "An analysis by MIT's           Joint Program on the Science and Policy of Climate Change shows that           this bill will cost less than $20 per household per year. Protecting           our planet's climate and our public health is certainly worth           $20 a year."
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