
OLVER CRITICIZES BUSH ATTEMPT TO ELIMINATE THE ROADLESS AREA CONSERVATION RULE

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-MA) criticized             President Bush's proposal to eliminate the Roadless Area Conservation             Rule which was created under the Clinton Administration. The Bush             Administration has announced its plan to essentially gut the Roadless             Area Conservation Rule that limits logging and development in 58.5             million acres of national forest. 

           The Roadless Rule is a national-level approach to           the management of roadless areas within the National Forest System.           The Bush Administration proposal would replace the Roadless Rule with           a state petition process that would eliminate federal protections from           logging and mining in millions of acres of national forests. 

           Congressman Olver said, "I am outraged at this blatant attack           by the Bush Administration on one of our nation's most precious           natural resources. Eliminating the Roadless Rule is bad environmental           and fiscal policy. This decision will open land in nationally protected           forest areas for logging and new roads, and will disrupt the ecosystem           of the world's largest temperate rainforest. The damage will           be irreversible."

           Under the Bush administration's proposal, decisions on road building,           logging and roadless area management would be handled by local Forest           Service management plans. These local plans allow road building and           logging on most of the inventoried roadless areas. The proposal would           also require governors to petition the Agriculture Department and Forest           Service to retain roadless protections on national forests in their           states. If a state fails to petition the federal government or if USDA           and the Forest Service reject the application, management of the roadless           areas would follow the management plans of each individual forest.           In the past decade we have seen a loss of 2.9 million acres of roadless           areas under local Forest Service management plans.

           "           There is no question our national forests will be           harmed by this proposal. The environment will lose, wildlife will lose           and the public will lose," said Olver. "The Administration           is obviously only listening to the timber industry on this one."

           The proposed rule will be open for a 60-day comment           period after it is published in the Federal Register later this week.           Meanwhile, an interim directive has been reinstated thereby limiting           development in roadless areas for 18 months, with projects subject           to the approval of Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth.

           "           Our national forests belong to all Americans, not           just the Bush Administration's corporate supporters," added           Olver.
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