
OLVER RECEIVES AN "A" GRADE FOR SUPPORT OF ARTS

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)             received an "A" from the Americans for the Arts Action             Fund in recognition of his record of support for the arts. 

           The Arts Action Fund recently issued its Congressional           Arts Report Card for the U.S. House of Representatives in the 108th           Congress (2003-2004). 

           The report card assigns each member of the House           of Representatives a letter grade and numerical score based on his           or her voting record on specific arts and arts education policy issues.           Eleven separate government actions are scored, and each is weighted           based on its importance to the arts - with the greatest weight           given to four votes on funding for the National Endowment for the Arts           (NEA). 

           An "A" indicates that a House member not only consistently           voted for NEA increases and against decreases, but also supported several           other pro-arts positions. 

           The Arts Action Fund was created earlier this month           by Americans for the Arts, a nonprofit organization for advancing the           arts in America. The fund seeks to engage citizens in education and           advocacy in support of the arts and arts education. The release of           the Congressional Arts Report Card is the first action taken by the           Arts Action Fund. The report card addresses only the U.S. House of           Representatives since the U.S. Senate has taken no arts-specific votes           during the 108th Congress. 

           The report card can be found online at www.ArtsActionFund.org.

           In 2004, the House approved a funding increase for           the NEA by its widest margin since 2000. Despite the increase in support,           however, arts funding is still barely half of its pre-1995 level when           adjusted for inflation. 

           In addition, over the past two years, 40 percent           of the funding for state arts councils has been eliminated, several           states have practically eliminated arts funding, and the share of private           giving to the arts has declined by more than 40 percent in the last           decade. In 1992, the arts received 8.4 percent of all charitable giving.           By 2003, it had dropped to 5.4 percent.
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