
OLVER ANNOUNCES $89,022 FOR HOLYOKE DRUG PREVENTION PROGRAM

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)             announced today that the President's Office of National Drug             Control Policy has awarded $89,022 to the Holyoke Youth Task Force             for programs aimed at preventing youth drug abuse. The grant was             awarded through the Drug-Free Communities Support Program.

           "This grant is great news for the anti-drug efforts           of the Holyoke Youth Task Force," Olver said. "Drug prevention           works and spares society the future costs of treatment, rehabilitation,           lost productivity and other social problems related to drugs. The Holyoke           Youth Task Force is doing crucial work in our community and this additional           infusion of federal money will help them expand their efforts and reach           more of Holyoke's young people."

           The grant will allow the Holyoke Youth Task Force           to increase the community's capacity to prevent alcohol and drug           abuse using the Communities That Care process. The Communities That           Care process brings together adults and youth from the community to           work together to find solutions and take action on community service           projects. The project will benefit school-aged Holyoke youth and the           larger Holyoke community.

           The Holyoke Youth Task Force was created after a           1998 community assessment identified a critical need for after-school           activities for Holyoke youth. Increased efforts toward the prevention           of substance abuse are clearly needed in the city of Holyoke. After           school activities can help counter factors that put youth at risk,           such as poverty, unemployment, single-parent families and teen pregnancies,           low educational attainment, tight school budgets, and linguistic and           cultural barriers.

           The Holyoke Youth Task Force includes the Boys and           Girls Club of Greater Holyoke, CareerPoint, Digital Newsroom, El Arco           Iris, Girls Inc. of Holyoke, Greater Holyoke Youth Services Corp.,           Holyoke STEP, UMass Extension/4-H Youth and Family Development Program           in Holyoke, NEARI Jump-Start, Northfield Mount Hermon Upward Bound           and Youth Entrepreneurship Program.

           ###

           For more information, contact Virginia Dillon of           Girls Inc. of Holyoke at 413-532-6247.

           More information about the Drug-Free Communities           Program is available at www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov  and 
http://drugfreecommunities.samhsa.gov/
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