
OLVER ANNOUNCES EARMARKS FOR PROJECTS IN HAMPDEN, HAMPSHIRE AND FRANKLIN COUNTIES

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)             announced today that the omnibus appropriations bill approved by             Congress includes fiscal year 2005 federal funding for several important             projects in Hampden, Hampshire and Franklin counties in the First             Congressional District.

           Olver is a member of the House Appropriations Committee           and worked to secure the funding in the FY05 omnibus appropriations           bill, a package of spending bills approved by the U.S. House of Representatives           and the Senate on Nov. 20. The total $388 billion omnibus bill funds           the majority of the federal government's domestic activities.           The omnibus now goes to the president's desk for his signature.

$100,000 for Franklin Community Action Corporation's (FCAC) youth           substance abuse prevention

           This funding will assist FCAC with two programs - "Communities           That Care," a community-wide initiative to implement new initiatives           that address both the risk and protective factors affecting youth in           the rural Franklin County, and "Peanuts and Rugrats," which           will involve 6- to 12-year-olds in pro-social activities to help break           patterns of violence and substance abuse in Franklin County.

                             "FCAC has more than 30 years of experience assisting                             youth in Franklin County," Olver said. "Involving                             our children in drug prevention activities early                             in life has proven to positively influence the lives                             of high risk youth and helps to spare society the                             future costs of treatment, rehabilitation, lost productivity                             and other social problems related to drugs. FCAC                             is doing crucial work and this funding will help                             them to expand their efforts and reach more of Franklin                             County's young people."

                             For more information, contact Ann Darling, Director                             of Development and Planning at FCAC, at 413-774-7028,                             ext. 125.

$183,000 for Nashawannuck Pond in Easthampton

                             Located in the center of downtown Easthampton, the                             31-acre Nashawannuck Pond was developed in 1847 as                             a source of industrial hydropower. Later, it was                             used for harvesting ice until 1923. The pond is now                             used primarily for fishing, boating, ice-skating,                             ice fishing, waterfowl observation, picnicking and                             aesthetic enjoyment. 

                             "The community of Easthampton has made great progress                             toward the ultimate restoration of Nashawannuck Pond                             to its original beauty," Olver said. "I                             am proud that I have been able to secure federal                             funds to support the town's efforts on a project                             at the center of the downtown revitalization."

                             This funding is the final piece for the dredging                             of the pond. Over the last four years Olver has worked                             hard to secure funding for this vital community project.                             In FY04, Olver secured $717,000 for the dredging                             of Nashawannuck Pond, which had a build up of sediment                             and was overrun by weeds. In addition, Olver secured                             $115,000 in FY03 and $200,000 in FY02 for the planning                             of the project.

                             Adjacent to the pond is Nonotuck Park, a 200-acre                             park developed along the pond's southwesterly                             shorelines approximately 75 years ago. This park                             is the most heavily utilized recreational resource                             in Easthampton. The close proximity of the pond and                             park to the city's central business district                             provides a unique and distinctive setting, enhancing                             the quality of life for Easthampton residents.

                             For more information, contact Easthampton Mayor Michael                             Tautznik at 413-529-1470.

$300,000 for Holyoke Medical Center

                             The funding will assist Holyoke Medical Center with                             its planned installation of new equipment necessary                             for the hospital to continue to provide state-of-the-art,                             quality care to greater Holyoke, as well as to ensure                             patient and staff safety. The hospital plans to install                             a new cardiac catheterization lab and multi-slice                             CT scanner.

                             "For more than a hundred years, Holyoke Medical Center                             has welcomed the challenge of caring for this community,                             and has had great success in improving the lives                             of its patients," Olver said. "As a not-for-profit                             community hospital, Holyoke Medical Center has cared                             for its mostly indigent patient population regardless                             of their ability to pay and regardless of the level                             of Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements the hospital                             may receive."

                             Founded in 1893, Holyoke Medical Center is a private,                             not-for-profit hospital. The hospital provides a                             full range of medical and surgical services, as well                             as comprehensive outpatient services to the residents                             of Holyoke and surrounding communities. Holyoke Medical                             Center is committed to providing high-quality medical                             care to its patients regardless of their income,                             insurance or health status. 

                             Approximately 78 percent of the hospital's                             inpatient payments and 54 percent of its outpatient                             payments come from government payers, such as Medicare                             and Medicaid. Holyoke's poverty rate is three                             times the state average for adults and four times                             the state average for children. The population is                             also older and sicker than patients in all other                             parts of the state, which increases the complexity                             of care and cost of treatment. 

                             For more information, contact Hank Porten, President                             and CEO of Holyoke Medical Center, at 413-534-2554.

$200,000 for Franklin Medical Center in Greenfield

                             This funding will go toward the hospital's                             plans to renovate and expand the hospital.

                             "Franklin Medical Center is the county's sole                             community hospital, and it is an aging facility with                             some portions constructed as far back as the early                             1900's," Olver said. "This project                             will greatly benefit Franklin County residents by                             providing more technologically-advanced equipment                             and systems."

                             Franklin Medical Center's plans to upgrade                             its facility will address long-needed infrastructure                             improvements and improve services to patients. Two                             priorities for renovation and expansion are the emergency                             department and the diagnostic imaging (radiology)                             department. 

                             Franklin Medical Center provides acute inpatient                             care and extensive outpatient services to Franklin                             County's 72,000 residents. Franklin Medical                             Center is organized as a non-profit corporation.
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                             For more information, contact Michael Skinner, President                             of Franklin Medical Center at 413-773-2214 or michael.skinner@bhs.org .

$485,000 for the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts

                             The funding will help the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts                             expand its facility using energy-saving techniques                             and purchase new equipment to better meet the needs                             of the community, as well as create a program to                             educate the community about hunger and nutrition.                             The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts serves individuals                             and families in Hampden, Hampshire, Franklin and                             Berkshire counties.

                             "In today's tight budgetary times many in western                             Massachusetts are facing a severe need for food assistance;                             nearly 100,000 of our neighbors do not have sufficient                             food to maintain health," Olver said. 

                             Olver added, "This project is so important                             because while there is such a large and growing demand                             for assistance, the Food Bank has been forced to                             turn away donations due to lack of space for processing                             and storage. With this money the Food Bank plans                             to expand their present facility and further their                             educational programming to address both immediate                             needs and longer-term solutions to hunger and nutrition                             in western Massachusetts."

                             The Food Bank plans to construct a 17,000-square-foot                             expansion of its Hatfield facility using energy-saving                             techniques, which will allow it to greatly increase                             its capacity for food storage and distribution. With                             assistance from the Mass Office of Alternative Energy                             and Center for Ecological Technology, the Food Bank                             will incorporate innovative ways to save electricity                             and solid waste expenses as part of the expansion.                             The Food Bank will also purchase additional equipment                             including refrigerated trucks equipped with curbside                             liftgates, forklifts and other warehouse equipment.                             The Food Bank also plans to expand its space to host                             large groups of people for nutrition education and                             hunger awareness. 

                             For more information, contact David Sharken, Executive                             Director of the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts,                             at 413-247-9738.

$500,000 to establish the Center for the Environment                             at UMass

                             The funding will assist with the development of the                             Center for the Environment to support and facilitate                             interdisciplinary environmental research and education                             at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. The                             Center would assume a new leadership role to develop                             and support proactive, creative, and integrated research                             initiatives and bring faculty, students, and collaborators                             from diverse disciplines together to work on critical                             environmental issues. Some examples of research at                             the center include global climate change, environmental                             monitoring, watershed management, water systems for                             developing countries and health data analysis.

                             "The growing need for new environmental research and                             education on critical issues affects our local, state,                             regional, national and global communities, as well                             as our health, security and quality of life," Olver                             said. "This funding will assist with research                             aimed at responding to the increasing need for knowledge                             and solutions to the environmental challenges we                             face. This new center will also help UMass position                             itself to become a national leader on emerging and                             critical environmental issue."

                             For more information, contact David A. Reckhow, Director                             of the Environmental Institute and Professor in the                             Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering                             at UMass, at 413-545-2842 or reckhow@ecs.umass.edu ,                             or go to 
www.umass.edu/tei . 

                             ###
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