
OLVER ANNOUNCES EARMARKS FOR PROJECTS IN BERKSHIRE COUNTY

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)             announced today that the omnibus appropriations bill approved by             Congress includes fiscal year 2005 federal funding for several important             projects in Berkshire County. 

           Olver is a member of the House Appropriations Committee           and worked to secure the funding in the FY05 omnibus appropriations           bill, a package of spending bills approved by the U.S. House of Representatives           and the Senate on Nov. 20. The total $388 billion omnibus bill funds           the majority of the federal government's domestic activities.           The omnibus now goes to the president's desk for his signature.

$200,000 for Weed-It-Now

           Weed-It-Now is a conservation initiative to remove           invasive species in the tri-state Southern Taconic Mountains in Berkshire           County, western New York and northwest Connecticut. 

           "I applaud the work of The Nature Conservancy and           its partners to restore the critical ecosystem of the Southern Taconic           Mountains," Olver said. "One of the healthiest and largest           contiguous forests in the northeast, this area has a vibrant population           of rare species. By removing invasive weeds, we can help ensure that           the forest remains a major resource preserved for future generations."

           The Weed-It-Now initiative, a program of The Nature           Conservancy and its local partners, will remove invasive plant species           from approximately 9,000 acres of forest over five years. Invasive           or introduced species threaten native plants and animals. More than           half of the forest is invaded by six different non-native weeds, which,           if allowed to proliferate, are likely to repress the regeneration of           the forest and reduce the richness of native species. This is the fourth           year the program received funding. Olver secured $200,000 for the Weed-It-Now           program in both FY04 and FY03 and $100,000 in FY02.

           The Nature Conservancy is working with a broad coalition           of public and private forest landowners to remove invasive weeds by           pulling, cutting, and where necessary, treating with herbicides. Other           community-based programs will enhance the program by providing native           plants for private landscaping and by keeping existing weed-free areas           clean.

           For more information, contact Erika D. Levasseu,           The Nature Conservancy, at 413-229-0232, ext. 223 or elevasseur@tnc.org .

$100,000 for the Windsor Reservoir in Dalton

           The 62-acre drinking water reservoir in Hinsdale           and Windsor serves at the primary drinking water supply for the town           of Dalton, but the reservoir was shut down last summer after damaging           storms. Since then, Dalton has been using Pittsfield's water           supply.

                             "Often, small rural communities like Dalton don't                             have the budget capacity for essential projects like                             this," Olver said. "I am proud to have                             secured funding that is critical to moving along                             the restoration of the drinking water supply this                             community."

                             Storms on August 11 and 12, 2003 caused a feeder                             brook to overflow its banks resulting in severe erosion                             of Wahconah Falls Road near the intersection with                             May Road, north of the reservoir. The roadway erosion                             entered the reservoir, causing the water to become                             turbid. After an inspection, the Dalton Fire District                             shut down the reservoir.

                             The reservoir restoration project is divided into                             three phases. The first phase, including road repairs                             and stabilization, is currently being designed and                             is being funded by the state. The funding approved                             today by the House of Representatives would go toward                             phase two, which includes the investigation, design                             and permitting of the necessary repairs to the reservoir                             itself. The restoration of the reservoir is the final                             phase of the project and can begin only after completing                             the first two phases of the project.

                             For more information, contact Melissa Jette, Berkshire                             Regional Planning Commission, at 413-442-1521.

$160,000 for Berkshire Environmental Resources Center                             at the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA)                             in North Adams

                             The Berkshire Environmental Resources Center would                             be home to MCLA's Environmental Studies Program                             and serve as a research and policy center. The center                             would also be a resource to the community to promote                             environmental awareness and preservation and serve                             as a local center for internships with area organizations,                             such as the Hoosic River Watershed Association, the                             Rural Lands Foundation, the Center for Ecological                             Technology and Nature's Classroom in Becket.

                             "MCLA provides high quality liberal arts education                             at an affordable cost," Olver said. "The                             Berkshire Environmental Resources Center would help                             the college further that mission by strengthening                             its environmental studies program. And the center                             would benefit the community and have the potential                             to become nationally known."

                             (MCLA) is a public, residential, liberal arts college,                             offering both undergraduate and graduate programs. 

                             For more information, contact Mary Grant, President                             of MCLA, at (413) 662-5201.

$150,000 for Hilltown Community Health Center's                             (CHC) Huntington clinic

                             The funding will assist Hilltown CHC with a planned                             two-story addition to its Huntington facility to                             better meet the needs of patients. The addition will                             allow the health center to double the number of exam                             rooms from four to eight, construct a larger and                             more efficient outpatient laboratory and increase                             the size of its patient waiting room. A new addition                             will also allow the health center to improve its                             dental space and add more therapy offices for mental                             health and substance abuse counseling services. The                             health center also will expand its file room and                             revamp the patient registration and check out area.

                             "Community health centers are one of the most efficient                             ways to provide quality health care to the poor and                             underserved," Olver said. "They provide                             critical services, including preventative care, to                             the most vulnerable populations who aren't                             receiving necessary medical services elsewhere. I                             am pleased that this funding will help the Hilltown                             CHC better care for patients, and reduce the time                             it takes to get an appointment and the wait to see                             a doctor."

                             For more information, contact Ed Sayer, Executive                             Director of the Hilltown Community Health Centers,                             Inc., at 413-238-5511, ext.115.
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$194,000 to redevelop blighted property in Great                             Barrington

                             "I'm pleased that this federal funding will                             assist the community's efforts to revitalize                             a piece of property that has great potential," Olver                             said. "Not only will this project remove blight                             and improve safety in the surrounding neighborhood,                             it has the long-term goals of creating jobs."

                             The funding will assist with redevelopment of the                             New England Log Homes site into commercial space                             for office, retail and light industrial use in a                             contemporary mill-like architectural setting with                             outdoor public space and river views and public parking.                             The 8-acre, brownfield property has been dormant                             since 1993, when New England Log Homes closed. In                             2001, the vacant building was damaged by fire.

                             The community plans to capitalize on the property's                             location in the heart of down town Great Barrington                             on the Housatonic River. Eventually, the property                             will be developed into 100,000 square feet of commercial                             space for locally-based business.

                             For more information, contact Timothy Geller, Director                             of CDC of South Berkshire at 413-637-4944 or tgeller@bcn.net .

                             ###
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