
CONGRESSMAN OLVER FIGHTS TO REDUCE BURDEN OF HOME HEATING COSTS ON WORKING FAMILIES

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)             strongly urged leaders of the Appropriations Committee to reduce             the burden of high energy costs for working families by including             an additional $600 million in emergency funding for the Low-Income             Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) in the FY05 federal budget.  

           "The home heating outlook for lower income families           constitutes a national emergency, and the need for emergency funding           for LIHEAP grows more urgent every day," Olver said. 

           LIHEAP is the primary program that provides assistance           to help low-income families pay their energy bills. It includes both           a basic grant program to states and emergency funding.

           Olver, a member of the House Appropriations Committee,           signed a bipartisan November 16 letter to House Appropriations Committee           Chairman Bill Young and Ranking Member David Obey asking for an additional           $600 million in LIHEAP money to be designated as emergency funds. [A           copy of the letter is available upon request.] 

           Without additional funding, only 13 percent of the           more than 34.6 million applicants for energy assistance nationwide           are expected to receive help through LIHEAP. In addition, some activated           National Guard and Reserve enlisted soldiers and their families may           be eligible for assistance but will not receive it because states do           not have sufficient funds to meet anticipated requests. 

           "Deserving families of men and women serving our country           should not have to face the prospect of a winter without adequate heating," Olver           said. "Families are already struggling to pay for outrageously           high and rising gasoline and health care costs. Not one family should           go without heat this winter, and no one should have to choose between           heating their home and meeting other basic living expenses."

           Last winter, LIHEAP helped restore heat nationally           to 62 percent of those who lost it because they could not pay their           bills. According to a survey, without LIHEAP, roughly half of recipients           of energy assistance would have kept their homes at an unsafe temperature           and half would have had their electricity or heat shut off.

           With heating oil prices above $2 per gallon, it is           estimated that it will cost about $1,309 for a Northeastern family           using home heating oil to heat their homes - about $356 over           last year's costs. The prices of propane and natural gas are           also on the rise. The increase in heating costs is of particular concern           since last year's average LIHEAP grant totaled only $313.

           Olver added, "The increase in heating costs couldn't come           at a worse time. According to the Census Bureau, since 2001, the number           of people living in poverty has increased by 4.3 million and the median           family income has dropped by over $1,500."

           In pending spending bills, the House and Senate approved           about $1.9 billion in regular LIHEAP grants to states and $100 million           in emergency funding. 

           If approved by the Appropriations Committee, the           $600 million in additional emergency funding for LIHEAP would be included           in the section of the forthcoming FY05 omnibus bill that funds the           Departments of Labor and Health and Human Services. The omnibus is           a group of several appropriations bills that funds federal government           programs during the current fiscal year. The House is expected to take           up this legislation as early as Friday.
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