
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES $180,000 FOR NEW ASHFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)             announced that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has awarded             $180,000 to the New Ashford Fire Department to help purchase a new             firefighting vehicle. The funding will go toward the purchase of             a primary response rescue and pumper vehicle to replace a 1967 model             vehicle currently in use.

           "This grant is a welcome contribution to New Ashford,           and well deserved," Olver said. "Small communities often           do not have the budget capacity to support these large, yet necessary,           purchases on their own. First responders risk their lives every day           for their communities, and this funding will go a long way in helping           to keep the firefighters, and all those they protect, safe."

           The grant was awarded through the 2004 Assistance           to Firefighters Grant Program. The program is administered by the U.S.           Department of Homeland Security's Office for Domestic Preparedness           in cooperation with the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA).

           The New Ashford Fire Department is one of 84 departments           across the country to receive funding through this latest disbursement           of the 2004 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program. Under the 2004           grant program, awards to fire departments around the country will be           announced each week beginning in June 2004, with the competitive funds           obligated by the end of September 2005.

           The Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program awards           one-year grants directly to local fire departments, enhancing their           abilities to respond to fire and fire-related hazards in their communities.           Grants are designed to help local fire departments purchase firefighting           equipment, fund firefighter health and safety programs, enhance emergency           medical services programs, and conduct fire education and prevention           programs. Fire departments receiving the awards represent a cross section           of the nation's fire services, with grants assisting departments           from urban, suburban and rural areas as well as those made up of paid           and volunteer firefighters and those that are a combination of both. 

           ###

For more information, contact Chuck Morrone, New           Ashford Fire Department, 413-458-4624.
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