
OLVER PUSHES FOR NATIONAL STRATEGY AND GREENHOUSE GAS REGISTRY TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE

  
  WASHINGTON � Congressman John W. Olver (D-MA) is calling for national energy policy to include a strategy to address climate change and for the establishment of a greenhouse gas registry.

  "One of the most glaring oversights of the energy bill is its failure to address the issue of climate change," Olver said. "This is incredulous considering climate change is the most critical environmental issue of the 21st century."

    As the House debates the energy bill (HR 6) this week, Olver is pushing a bipartisan amendment to the legislation that would establish a system for collecting information on the sources of large greenhouse gas emissions with the goal of stabilizing their concentrations in the atmosphere.

  Olver is cosponsoring the amendment with Congressmen Wayne T. Gilchrest (R-MD), Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY), Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), Christopher Shays (R-CT) and Thomas H. Allen (D-ME).

   This amendment would do two things. First, it would require the development of a National Climate Change Strategy, with the long-term goal of stabilizing greenhouse gas concentrations. Second, it would establish a voluntary greenhouse gas registry and information system that will provide data to be used by public and private entities to develop greenhouse gas reduction strategies. If, after five years, less that 60 percent of emissions are being reported to the registry, it becomes mandatory for large greenhouse gas emitters to report this information.

  Olver said, "This amendment is very moderate and we really should be doing so much more. But the collection of information on the sources of large greenhouse gas emissions is an important first step in how our nation will address global warming."

  Around the country, states are individually taking action. Massachusetts issued a plan in May to cut emissions by 10 percent by 2020. In June, California proposed 30 percent cuts in car emissions by 2016. In all, 26 states have already proposed or enacted global warming legislation.

  U.S. businesses are far ahead of Congress and the White House. American Electric Power is investing in renewable energy projects in Chile, Dupont has cut greenhouse gas emissions by 65 percent since 1990, Alcoa is aiming for a 25 percent cut by 2010, and General Motors is developing hydrogen-powered cars.

  Olver will offer the amendment at Rules Committee today. If the Rules Committee approves the amendment, the path would be cleared for Olver to offer the amendment on the House floor later this week. The amendment contains language that was passed by the Senate by voice vote and included in the Senate-passed energy bill of 2002.

    Olver and Gilchrest are co-chairs of the Climate Change Caucus, a clearinghouse for information and a forum to build support for appropriate and pro-active environmental policy. 
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