
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES NEARLY $14,000 FOR COMMUNITY INVOLVED IN SUSTAINING AGRICULTURE (CISA)

  
  WASHINGTON � Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) today announced that USDA Rural Development has awarded $13,890 to Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture (CISA) of western Massachusetts. The funding will assist local sheep farmers expand a successful wool blanket initiative and help keep sustainable agriculture viable in western Massachusetts.

  "This funding will assist local farmers' efforts to produce and sell more value-added products, thereby increasing profits and maintaining the viability of farming in the region. A direct result of such efforts will be the preservation of jobs on family farms in Franklin County and throughout western Mass.," Olver said.

   The USDA Rural Development grant will allow CISA to provide technical assistance to the Pioneer Valley Sheep Breeders Association and the Worcester County/Eastern Massachusetts Sheep Producers to expand an initiative to produce and sell locally-manufactured wool blankets. The increased profit from wool helps keep sheep farming viable in the region.

   In 2004, CISA helped local sheep farmers produce 320 blankets, which were in great demand. This new grant will allow CISA to conduct market research and complete a marketing and distribution plan for the blankets and other local wool products. CISA will also develop an identity package for the finished products that will stress the importance of supporting local farmers. There are also plans for farmers to produce more value-added items such as gloves and scarves.

  CISA is a non-profit organization based in South Deerfield, Mass. dedicated to sustaining agriculture in western Massachusetts and promoting the products of small farms. CISA works toward community development by fostering a long-term, mutually beneficial relationship between farmers and consumers. CISA offers programs, special events, marketing products and workshops to enhance the economic development of the region. For more information about CISA, go to http://www.buylocalfood.com/cisa.html . 
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