
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $500,000 FOR HOOSIC RIVER WATERSHED

  
  WASHINGTON ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the Energy and Water Appropriations bill approved by the U.S. House of Representatives includes $500,000 to restore the Hoosic River watershed and wildlife habitat in Adams.

  Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding in the House bill for fiscal year 2006. The House approved the bill on May 24.

  "Not only would this restoration enhance the environment for fish species, this project would significantly contribute to the ongoing downtown revitalization effort in Adams," Olver said.

  The overall goal of the Hoosic River Restoration Project in Adams is to restore fisheries and wildlife habitat in the 2.2-mile flood control chute in Adams.

   The Hoosic River is one of the few systems in Massachusetts that still contains a viable self-sustaining population of wild trout, including wild naturalized brown trout and native brook trout. Currently, the flood control structures hinder the movement and spawning of the fish.

  The restoration would improve the water quality, as well as increase economic opportunities related to sport fishing and other business. In addition to the town of Adams, the towns of Lanesborough, Cheshire, North Adams and Williamstown in the Hoosic River watershed would benefit from the project.

   This funding would allow a feasibility study to be conducted for restoration.

  The companion bill in the Senate has not yet been scheduled for a floor vote. After the Senate approves its version of the bill, a conference committee will work to reconcile the House and Senate bills into a conference report. The conference report would then need to be approved by both chambers and signed by the president, before it could become law. 

 For additional information, please contact Thomas Matuszko, Assistant Director, Berkshire Regional Planning Commission, at 413-442-1521. 
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