
OLVER ANNOUNCES BERKSHIRE HISTORIC LANDMARK RECEIVES NATIONAL HONOR

  
  WASHINGTON ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Edith Wharton Restoration, Inc. received the Preserve America Presidential Award at a ceremony at the White House Rose Garden today. The award was bestowed on Edith Wharton Restoration for its ongoing efforts to preserve and restore The Mount in Lenox, the National Historic Landmark estate and gardens designed and built in 1902 by American author Edith Wharton.

  "Ongoing efforts to restore The Mount to its original splendor have been quite successful to date, and the estate truly is an historic jewel in the region," Olver said. "While the Preserve America Presidential Award is solely honorific, the recognition of the Edith Wharton Restoration certainly is well deserved."

 Edith Wharton Restoration, Inc. was founded in 1980 to preserve and restore The Mount as a tribute to Wharton and to establish it as a center for celebrating the literary arts and recognizing women of achievement.

  The Mount is the only U.S. monument to Edith Wharton. It is also one of the only 5 percent of National Historic Landmarks dedicated to women. Author of The Age of Innocence, Ethan Frome and The House of Mirth, Edith Wharton (1862-1937) wrote more than 40 books in 40 years, including authoritative works on architecture, gardens, interior design and travel. Essentially self-educated, she was the first woman awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, an honorary Doctorate of Letters from Yale University and full membership in the American Academy of Arts and Letters

   Wharton designed and built The Mount based on the principles outlined in her book, The Decoration of Houses (1897), co-authored with architect Ogden Codman Jr. The estate combines English, French and Italian elements tailored to its New England setting. The Mount has been extensively restored, with more than $9.5 million invested to bring the 42-room mansion and formal gardens back to life.

 The Preserve America Presidential Awards are annual awards given to organizations, businesses, government entities and individuals for exemplary accomplishments in the sustainable use and preservation of cultural or natural heritage assets; demonstrated commitment to the protection and interpretation of Americaís cultural or natural heritage assets; and the integration of these assets into contemporary community life. Preserve America is a White House initiative in cooperation with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the U.S. Department of the Interior, the U.S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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