
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $3.5 MILLION FOR FITCHBURG DEFENSE CONTRACTOR

  
  WASHINGTON ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the Defense Appropriations bill approved by the U.S. House of Representatives includes $3.5 million for the Power Systems business of DRS Technologies, Inc. (DRS), a defense contractor whose Fitchburg facility at Putnam Place is a component of the city's downtown revitalization efforts.

  The funding will assist DRS's Power Systems business in Fitchburg in developing the next generation of propulsion systems and power generation for Navy ships and destroyers.  The funding also will help bolster the company's presence in Fitchburg and enhance revitalization efforts already underway in the city.  "Fitchburg's revitalization efforts are clearly paying off," Olver said. "DRS's Power Systems expansion at Putnam Place is a direct result of the city's hard work and dedication to attracting vibrant businesses into the region. The Putnam Place Project will have a substantial and lasting impact on the revitalization of the local and regional economy and prepare Fitchburg to be a competitive force in the new economy."

  Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding in the House bill for fiscal year 2006.  The House approved the bill on June 20, 2005.

  The bill includes $2.5 million for a fourth generation permanent magnet Naval propulsion motor project and $1 million for a universal solid state breaker project.  The fourth generation motor program continues the company's technology advancement program, driving to reduce the size and weight of the equipment.  The key areas of technology enhancement are in structural design and magnetic design.  The universal solid state breaker program develops the technologies supporting a high capacity DC circuit breaker.  This enables the development of the fourth generation electric drive system with fewer power conversions, saving significant size and weight.

   Edward L. Bartlett, Jr., president of DRS's Power Systems business, said, "Congressman Olver's leadership and support was essential to the Congress providing this important research and development funding.  Both of these items are elements of our Fourth Generation advanced technology electric drive propulsion plant.  With the recent successful Milestone B test in Fitchburg of our second generation DD(X) engineering development model permanent magnet motor and the successful kickoff of our third generation technology development under the DARPA Tango Bravo Shaftless Propulsion electric drive program, now is the right time to start this advanced technology development for the fourth generation technologies."

   Bartlett added, "Fourth generation technologies have the promise of achieving a propulsion plant that is _ the weight of a conventional technology electric drive system, making this a very attractive alternative for not only military but commercial applications, as well.  We thank Congressman Olver for his leadership in helping to retain and restore the Putnam Place facility in Fitchburg, now the focal point of our rotating equipment business, and for his leadership in this important initiative."

   The site of the former General Electric Company (GE) facility, Putnam Place is an 8-acre, four-building complex on Boulder Drive in Fitchburg with more than 300,000 square feet of manufacturing, research and development, and office space.  When GE shut down its steam turbine facility in 1998, 600 jobs and $30 million in payroll was lost.  The federal government has since invested $8 million in grants and loans to revitalize the site.  Federal funding allowed the Fitchburg Redevelopment Authority to clean up the brownfield site and develop a strategy to reuse the site to maximize job creation, private investment and long-term sustainability.

  DRS's Power Systems recently relocated its business offices at Putnam Place after having a manufacturing presence there since 2001.

  "Having DRSís Power Systems business as a major presence in the city will benefit the entire north central Massachusetts region," Olver said. "The rebirth of the old GE plant into a modern center of commerce will effectively help Fitchburg break into the market of attracting high-technology firms and skilled workers that had previously been limited to the technology belt surrounding Boston."

  Olver noted that the Putnam Place project was estimated to create 600 jobs with $30 million in payroll and spawn $10 million in private investment at Putnam Place alone.  He added that the surrounding region will be positively impacted as well.  According to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, communities with similar sized manufacturing companies benefit from additional retail establishments and non-manufacturing jobs, as well as gain millions in aggregate personal income and retail sales.

   DRS's Power Systems business focuses on Naval and industrial power generation, conversion, propulsion, distribution and control systems.  DRS Technologies, a defense technology company that provides products and services to defense, government intelligence and industrial customers, develops and manufactures a broad range of mission-critical systems to support all branches of the U.S. military, government intelligence agencies, major aerospace and defense contractors, and international military forces.

  The companion appropriations bill in the Senate has not yet been scheduled for a floor vote.  After the Senate approves its bill, a conference committee will work to reconcile the House and Senate bills into a conference report.  The conference report would then need to be approved by both chambers and signed by the president before it could become law. 
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