
CONGRESSMAN OLVER FIGHTS FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING

  
  WASHINGTON, D.C. - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) today announced his strong support for public television and radio and joined a successful effort to restore federal funding for the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) in a House appropriations bill. 

 "Cuts to public broadcasting would be disastrous," Olver said. "Families across the country and in the 1st Congressional district depend on public broadcasting to provide the type of programming that is not available elsewhere." 

 Olver supported a successful amendment to the FY06 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies appropriations bill to reverse a 25 percent funding cut to CPB that reduced funding from $400 million to $300 million. The amendment to restore the $100 million in federal funding for CPB passed by a vote of 284-140.   

 Funding cuts would threaten the viability of public programming and local stations that depend on federal support. More than 1000 local public broadcasting stations would be affected nationwide, jeopardizing programs such as "Sesame Street" and endangering local programs and personnel. 

 Todayís vote helps protect $5 million for Massachusetts public television and radio stations. For stations that serve the 1st Congressional District ‚ such as WBGY-TV in Springfield, WFCR-FM radio in Amherst, WICN-FM radio in Worcester, as well as WBUR-TV and WBUR-FM radio in Boston ‚ funding cuts could jeopardize local programming and personnel. 

 Olver said, "My office has received many, many calls from constituents urging Congress to restore funds for public broadcasting. As this bill moves forward, I will continue to fight to protect this critical funding for the Corporation for Public Broadcasting." 

 The Corporation for Public Broadcasting is the U.S.-taxpayer-funded agency that provides critical dollars to public broadcasting across the country.  Congress established the CPB in 1967 to "encourage the development of public radio and television broadcastingî and to ìafford (public broadcasting) maximum protection from extraneous interference and control." 

 According to the nonpartisan Roper polling firm, Americans consider the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) the nationís "most trusted" among nationally-known organizations. They also believe that PBS is the second "most valuable" service taxpayers receive, outranked only by national defense. The same poll also found that a majority of Americans believe the system receives too little funding. 
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