
OLVER ANNOUNCES $4 MILLION FOR BERKSHIRE COUNTY BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN PATHS

  
  WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved $4 million for Berkshire County bike and pedestrian paths.

  "Bike paths are a recreational attraction for tourists and can be a magnet for bringing people into downtowns, stimulating the economy and making the region more attractive to businesses," Olver said. "Bike paths also provide an alternative means of transportation and promote health and fitness."

  The funding will be used to construct rail trails in Berkshire County. One project that could benefit from this funding is a proposed 11-mile extension of the Ashwillticook Rail Trail. The project would extend the existing bike and pedestrian path from Adams to North Adams and from North Adams to Williamstown.

   This transportation funding will benefit the entire county. The ultimate goal of this funding is to establish a backbone of bicycle paths in Berkshire County from Connecticut to Vermont.

  The funding is included in a $286 billion surface transportation reauthorization bill, known as the Transportation Equity Act of 2005 (H.R. 3), which funds the nationís highways, bridges, mass transit systems and bicycle pathways through 2009. The House passed the bill today. The Senate is expected to pass the bill this week and it should become law in August.

   Olver is the senior Democrat of the House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee, which will be responsible for some of the annual funding obligations mandated by the reauthorization bill.

  Olver said, "Communities have been patiently awaiting this reauthorization so it's critical to have this money finally made available. I am pleased that this reauthorization contains a significant amount of funding for Berkshire County. Passage of the bill means the projects will get done."

  The Transportation Equity Act of 2005 builds upon the successes of the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) of 1998, which expired on September 30, 2003. Since then, Congress has had to pass 12 short-term extensions of TEA-21.

  "This bill ensures that Massachusetts ‚ particularly western and central Massachusetts ‚ will continue to receive its fair share," Olver said. "This legislation is long overdue."

   Additional media contact:
 Tom Galvagni, Berkshire Bike Path Council, 413-447-7698
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