
KENNEDY, KERRY AND OLVER ANNOUNCES $750,000 FOR NEW ENGLAND GREEN CHEMISTRY CONSORTIUM

  
  WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Senators Edward M. Kennedy and John F. Kerry and Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved the Interior Appropriations conference report containing $750,000 for New England Green Chemistry Consortium (NEGCC).  "UMASS-Amherst is at the cutting edge of this promising new field, and I'm grateful our colleagues have approved continued federal support for the New England Green Chemistry Consortium's important research," Senator Kennedy said.  "We can't fix our pollution problem until we encourage the kind of innovative new ideas and approaches that are sure to come from the Consortium," Senator Kerry said. "Senator Kennedy, Congressman Olver and I are proud that we have given the Consortium the funding it needs to get started, and we will continue to support all its essential efforts to continue demonstrating that safer chemicals and manufacturing practices will benefit both the environment and our economy."

  "The green chemistry researchers at these universities are recognized leaders in their field," Congressman Olver said. "The Consortium aims to make a significant impact in reducing pollution, thereby creating a better environment for us all. I am pleased that this federal funding can assist them in their efforts."

  The New England Green Chemistry Consortium is a partnership of the University of Massachusetts system and five other land-grant universities in the region and serves as a vehicle for researching, developing and applying green chemistry technologies to allow industry to make the transition to a sustainable and more economically competitive future.

   Green chemistry is a science-based approach to pollution prevention to reduce or eliminate the use or generation of hazardous substances in the design, manufacture or application of chemical products.

  The consortium will work to coordinate, expand and disseminate green chemistry education, policy and research in New England. The consortium includes UMass, the University of Connecticut, the University of Maine, the University of New Hampshire, the University of Rhode Island and the University of Vermont.

  This funding will support the following activities:
    -  10 to 15 research projects which will develop new technology that addresses improved human health through reduced exposure to toxic substances, safer materials and products, conservation of natural resources, and increased productivity
    -  education to develop a program that will incorporate the principles of green chemistry into all levels of chemistry education
    -  policy development and outreach that will promote and support government commitment at the state and federal levels to more efficient processes, better conservation of energy and natural resources, and new materials.

   The New England Green Chemistry Consortium, building upon the demonstrated excellence of green chemistry research collaborations in the region, will be a model for green chemistry centers in other parts of the country.

    Olver is a member of the Interior Subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee and worked with Senators Kennedy and Kerry to secure the funding for fiscal year 2006.

    The Interior Appropriations bill passed the House today. It is expected to pass the Senate later this week and should become law in August.

   Additional media contacts:
  Dr. Shaw Ling Hsu, UMass Department of Polymer Science &amp; Engineering, at 413-577-1125 or slhsu@polysci.umass.edu.

   Dr. Chad Nelson, Director of the National Environmental Technology Institute, UMass, at 413-545-2842 or cnelson@tei.umass.edu.
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