
OLVER RECEIVES PERFECT SCORE FROM MASSPIRG

  
  WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ MASSPIRG (Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group) has released its 2005 Congressional scorecard grading members of Congress on public interest issues such as environmental protection, energy policy and consumer protections.

  Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) received a score of 100 percent.

 "I am honored to receive this rating from MASSPIRG, one of the state's preeminent public interest advocacy organizations," Olver said. "MASSPIRG speaks up and takes action when our natural environment is threatened or consumer protections are jeopardized."

  The scorecard tracks votes in Congress between January 22, 2003 and March 16, 2005 (in the 108th Congress and the first months of the 109th Congress) on public interest issues such as protecting the Clean Air Act, protecting the Arctic Refuge from drilling, preventing unfair credit card practices and increasing access to affordable prescription drugs.

 Nationally, 156 members of the House and Senate scored 80 percent and above, of whom 33 scored 100 percent. In the House and Senate, 194 members scored 10 percent or below, with 97 members receiving a score of 0 percent.

  The scorecard and key to the votes scored within can be viewed online at www.masspirg.org

 MASSPIRG released the scorecard this week as part of its national campaign to work with Congress to promote clean, safe energy policy. MASSPIRG has been instrumental in campaigns from the Bottle Bill to the new car Lemon Law, from auto insurance reform to cleaning up air pollution from the "Filthy Five," the state's oldest and dirtiest power plants.

   MASSPIRG is a nonprofit, nonpartisan public interest advocacy organization. The first chapter was founded in the 1st Congressional District in 1972 by students at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.  MASSPIRG now has more than 50,000 members throughout Massachusetts.
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